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Anthony Braxton Residency Concert 
 

with  

Jazz Composers’ Workshop Orchestra 
 

Frank Carlberg, director 

Hannah Marks, assistant director 

 
Featured Guest artists 

Anthony Braxton, woodwinds 

James Fei, woodwinds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 12, 2026 

7:30 p.m. 

NEC’s Jordan Hall 



 

 

PROGRAM 
 

____________________ 

 

All compositions by Anthony Braxton 

 

Anthony Braxton 

(b. 1945) 

 

Composition 183 

 

  Farrell Smith, voice 

  Bella Navarro, violin 

  Dan Engdahl, trumpet 

  Teddy Goldman, alto saxophone 

  Elfie Shi, vibraphone 

  Niko Malinowski, guitar 

  Peter Vasquez, piano 

  Bug Jaffe, bass 

  Khalil Afra, drums 

   

 

Composition 40-O 

Composition 69-O 

 

  Isabel Chen, violin 

  Charlie Watson, trumpet 

  Cosmo Lieberman, soprano saxophone 

  Kazuki Tsubakida, piano 

  Hannah Marks, bass 

  Mark Valdes, drums 

   

 

Composition 6J 

Composition 40-K 

 

  Maddoc Johnson, trumpet 

  Teddy Goldman, alto saxophone 

  Jett Gonzalez, tenor saxophone 

  Kevin Chen, guitar 

  Oscar Peterson, bass 

  Treyan Nelson, drums 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Composition 58 

Composition 59 

Composition 55 

 

  Jazz Composers’ Workshop Orchestra 

 

 

Jazz Composers’ Workshop Orchestra 

 

Woodwinds: 

Joe Wagner, Cosmo Lieberman, Alexander Hussain,  

Lorenzo Cortese, Gabriel Mininberg, Shuhang Wang  

Trumpets: 

Woody Pierre, Koki Renwick, Maddoc Johnson, Dan Engdahl 

Trombones: 

Julian Quinones, Zixuan Weng, Angel Salinas, Jonas Ventresca  

Guitar: 

Niko Malinowski  

Piano: 

Thomas Griffin 

Bass: 

Hannah Marks 

Drums:  

Victor Giraldez 

Guests 

Farrell Smith, voice 

Isabel Chen, violin 

 

Anthony Braxton is an American composer, saxophonist, multi-instrumentalist, and 

educator whose work bridges jazz, contemporary classical, and experimental music. 

Emerging in the late 1960s as a member of the Association of Creative Musicians 

(AACM), Braxton quickly gained attention for his adventurous improvisations, 

complex compositional systems, and use of multiple reed instruments. His 1969 solo 

album For Alto was a groundbreaking statement for unaccompanied saxophone, 

influencing generations of improvisors. Over his prolific career, Braxton has recorded 

hundreds of works ranging from jazz standards to large-scale operas. A MacArthur 

Fellow and former professor at Wesleyan University, he is celebrated for expanding 

the possibilities of improvised and composed music alike.  



 

James Fei moved to the US in 1992 to study electrical engineering. He has since been 

active as a composer and performer on saxophones and live electronics. Works by Fei 

have been performed by the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Bang on a Can All-

Stars, Orchestra of the S.E.M. Ensemble, MATA Micro Orchestra and Noord-

Hollands Philharmonisch Orkest. Recordings can be found on Leo Records, 

Improvised Music from Japan, CRI, Krabbesholm and Organized Sound. 

 Compositions for Fei's own ensemble of four alto saxophones focus on physical 

processes of saliva, fatigue, reeds crippled by cuts and the threshold of audible sound 

production, while his sound installations and performance on live electronics often 

focus on electronic and acoustic feedback. Fei received the Grants for Artists Award 

from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts in 2014 and he is president of Anthony 

Braxton's Tri-Centric Foundation. Fei has taught at Mills College in Oakland since 

2006, where he is Luther Brusie Marchant Professor of Music and Director of the 

Center for Contemporary Music.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the future of music at NEC!  

Your gift can unleash the power of music by expanding scholarships,  

fostering innovation, and bringing music’s impact and transformative reach to all. 

Make a gift today at necmusic.edu/givenow 
 

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall, 

and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.  

Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;  

contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room. 

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management. 
 

Stay connected         

 

 
necmusic.edu/tonight 

https://necmusic.edu/give/make-a-gift/?appealid=1394
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