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PROGRAM

Flaschblume (2026)

Sonata for Piano and Cello, FP 143
Allegro — Tempo di Marcia
Cavatine
Ballabile
Finale

Address to the Moon (2014)

Three Preludes (1926)
I. Allegro ben ritmico e deciso
II. Andante con moto
III. Agitato

Intermission



Gunther Schuller
(1925-2015)

Jeremy Crosmer
(b. 1987)
transcr. for cello and piano

Nikolai Kapustin
(1937-2020)

from Duo Concertante for Cello and Piano (1946)
I. Andante moderato

Threnody from Masks: A Heroine’s Tale (2018)

Three Pieces for Cello and Piano
Nearly Waltz, op. 98
Elegy, op. 96
Burlesque, op. 97



Cellist and composer Jeremy Crosmer is a remarkable young artist. He completed
multiple graduate degrees from the University of Michigan in cello, composition and
theory pedagogy, and received his D.M.A. in 2012 at age 24. From 2012 to 2017 he
served as the Assistant Principal cellist in the Grand Rapids Symphony, and joined
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra in May of 2017.

Crosmer is a recipient of the League of American Orchestras’ 2021 Ford Musician
Award for Excellence in Community Service for his work piloting the DSO’s
partnership with Gesher Human Services. He was also honored with the Gesher
Impact Award in 2025. Additionally, he is the sole composer and arranger for the
Grand Rapids Symphony’s Music for Health Initiative, which pairs symphonic
musicians with music therapists to bring classical music to hospitals. In March of
2017 the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital launched a music TV channel that runs
continuously using four hours of meditative music composed by Crosmer.

Crosmer has written numerous orchestral works for the Grand Rapids
Symphony, Arkansas Symphony, Ozark Music Festival, and the Jackson Symphony
Orchestra. His overture Ozark Traveler and his viola concerto Masks: a Heroine’s Tale
have been performed around the country. In May of 2022 he performed his work
Threnody for cello and string orchestra with maestro Jader Bignamini and the DSO.
He has played Dvorak, Haydn, Boccherini, Elgar and Saint-Saéns cello concertos
numerous times with orchestras across Michigan, and in April of 2023 he performed
and recorded the American premiere of Fernande Decruck’s 1932 Cello Concerto
with maestro Matthew Aubin and the Jackson Symphony Orchestra. The recording is
available from Claves Records.

Crosmer is a founding member of the modern music ensemble Latitude 49. He is
also a current member of the band ESME —a duo that brings crossovers and mashups
of pop and classical music to schools throughout Michigan. ESME released its first
CD in December of 2016. Crosmer was also a part of the World Map project with the
Four Corners Ensemble, recording Shuying Li’s cello concerto Matilda’s Dream in
2020. Crosmer was awarded the prestigious Theodore Presser Graduate Music
Award in 2011 to publish, record and perform his Crosmer-Popper duets. The
recording with Julie Albers and the sheet music are both available online.

In 2021, Crosmer created a database of free, digital editions of music by Classical
Black Composers arranged or transcribed for string quartet, with over 33 pieces
available on his website. He also has arrangement collections of Disney, Motown,
Taylor Swift, 1940s, and other pop music available for flexible instrumentation that
orchestras use in their community engagement programs across the country.
Crosmer has taught music theory, pre-calculus, and cello at universities across
Michigan.

Senior Vocal Coach Joel Ayau enjoys a broad musical career spanning a wide range
of genres, venues, and musical styles. A graduate of the Cafritz Young Artist
Program of the Washington National Opera, Ayau has assisted on eleven
productions at WNO, including Samson et Dalila, Aida, and Eugene Onegin. He has
also worked on the music staffs of North Carolina Opera, Portland Opera, Opera



Omaha, Wolf Trap Opera, and Aspen Opera Theatre and Vocal ARTS. During his
three seasons on the music staff of the Castleton Festival, he prepared the chorus for
Roméo et Juliette under Rafael Payarre, and Lorin Maazel's productions of Don
Giovanni and Madama Butterfly.

From 2018-2020, Ayau assisted in the preparation of operas, musicals, and
oratorio for the National Symphony Orchestra. Ayau’s concert appearances include
recitals at Stern Auditorium in Carnegie Hall, the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, and
National Concert Hall in Taipei, in collaboration with vocalists Andrea Bocelli,
Frederica von Stade, David Portillo, Kathryn Lewek, and Zach Borichevsky, and
instrumentalists Charles Neidich, Ian Bousfield, David Halen, and the Attacca
Quartet. During his time in Northern Virginia, Ayau enjoyed frequent collaboration
with Renée Fleming; their concert appearances together include a performance (along
with Hao Jiang Tian and Béla Fleck) at the Kennedy Center as part of the Coal + Ice:
Musical Homage to the Earth exhibition, and virtual gala concerts for the
Metropolitan Opera and the Lang Lang International Music Foundation. Ayau’s
performances of the Ben Folds Concerto for Piano and Orchestra, accompanying the
Nashville Ballet at the Kennedy Center Opera House, were praised as "a worthy
spectacle" by DC Theatre Scene. He went on to perform this concerto as a guest artist
at the Chautauqua Institution in the summer of 2018.

A coach of Russian, French, German, and Italian vocal repertoire, Ayau also
speaks Mandarin Chinese. Formerly on the faculties of Shenandoah Conservatory
and George Washington University, his recent concerts and guest artist residencies
include The University of Michigan, Gordon College, Louisiana State University,
Virginia Tech, and several universities and conservatories in Taiwan and China.
From 2011-2014, he served as pianist for the United States Army Chorus, performing
for foreign dignitaries and audiences around the country. He holds the Doctorate in
Musical Arts from the University of Michigan in Collaborative Piano, having studied
under renowned pedagogue Martin Katz, and holds a Masters in Collaborative Piano
from The Juilliard School.



Upcoming Concerts at NEC
All programs subject to change
Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert information

Faculty Recital: Mehmet Ali Sanlikol “Microtonal Bop”

Classical Ottoman/Turkish repertoire, Byzantine music and his own compositions,
culminating in his work for jazz orchestra

Saturday, January 24, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Faculty Recital: Rachel Childers, French horn and Christopher Elchico, clarinet
Jane Vignery Sonata for Horn and Piano; Brahms Sonata for Clarinet and Piano
Brahms 3 Intermezzi for Piano; Carl Reinecke Trio for Piano, Clarinet and Horn
Jiayan Sun, piano

Monday, January 26, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Tuesday Night New Music
New music by NEC student composers, performed by their peers
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 8:00 p.m., Brown Hall

NEC Philharmonia, David Loebel, conductor

Cindy McTee The Ungquestioned Answer from Double Play (2011)
Barber Symphony No. 1 in One Movement, op. 9

Schumann Symphony No. 2 in C Major, op. 61

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

BSO Prelude: What I Hear - Carlos Simon
Thursday, January 29, 2026 at 5:30 p.m., Brown Hall

NEC Symphony, Hugh Wolf, conductor

Jennifer Higdon Fanfare Ritmico (1999); Bartok Deux Images, op. 10 (1910)
Brahms Symphony No. 4 in E Minor, op. 98 (1885)

Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 8:00 p.m., Jordan Hall

Opera: Donizetti “L’elisir d’amore”
Steven Goldstein, director; Robert Tweten, conductor
Monday & Wednesday, February 2 & 4, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

CMA & Jazz Faculty Spotlight: Synergy
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Sonata Night 58, Max Levinson, curator
Thursday, February 5, 2026 at 6:30 p.m., Burnes Hall



Upcoming Concerts at NEC
—continued

Coretta Scott King Tribute Concert
Presented by NEC Black Student Union
Sunday, February 8, 2026 at 8:00 p.m., Jordan Hall

DMA Composers’ Showcase

A showcase concert of music by NEC DMA composers featuring a wide variety of
chamber music ranging from solo piano to string quartet and beyond; works by
Devin Cholodenko, Ying Gao, Mathew Lanning, Yungi Li, Lingbo Ma, Alex
Matheson, Tianyi Wang, and Yangfan Xu.

Monday, February 9, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Liederabend LXXIX, Joel Ayau, curator
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., Williams Hall

NEC Chamber Orchestra, Donald Palma, artistic director

Mendelssohn Sinfonia No. 10 in B Minor; Maxwell Fairman Rhapsody Noir;

Johann Baptist Vanhal Concerto for Double Bass in E-flat Major - Dennis McIntyre ‘27,
soloist; Haydn Symphony No. 52 in C Minor, Hob 1:52

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Jazz Composers’ Workshop Orchestra: The Music of Anthony Braxton
Frank Carlberg, director
Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Institute for Concert Artists Recital: Joshua Brown, violin (‘26 AD)

Beethoven Violin Sonata No. 8 in G Major, op. 30 no. 3; Gyorgy Kurtag Tre Pezzi, op.
14e; Debussy Violin Sonata; Richard Strauss Violin Sonata in E-flat Major, op. 18
Friday, February 13, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Faculty Recital: Stephen Drury, piano

Nikolai Roslavets: Poeme pour piano (1916); Liszt: Transcendental Etude No 4: “Mazeppa”
Frederic Rzewski: The People United Will Never Be Defeated: 36 variations on ”;El pueblo
unido jamis serd vencido!” (1975)

Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall



Support the future of music at NEC!
Your gift can unleash the power of music by expanding scholarships,
fostering innovation, and bringing music’s impact and transformative reach to all.
Make a gift today at necmusic.edu/givenow

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall,
and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.
Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;
contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room.
Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.
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https://necmusic.edu/give/make-a-gift/?appealid=1394

