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PROGRAM

Sextet for Strings from Capriccio, op. 85

Serenade No. 6 in D Major, K. 239
“Serenata notturna”
Marcia maestoso
Menuetto
Rondo: Allegretto — Adagio — Allegro

Intermission

Symphony No. 7, op. 81
Adagio sostenuto
Allegro — Adagio sostenuto
Andante
Adagio sostenuto
Allegro — Adagio sostenuto

The NEC Chamber Orchestra was created to provide the students with an

opportunity to apply the principals of chamber music in a small orchestral setting.
The participants are chosen by audition at the beginning of the academic year and

remain together throughout. As the ensemble rehearses and performs without a

conductor, leadership responsibilities are rotated for every work performed. This

affords the students an opportunity to develop communication skills, take
responsibility for musical decisions and broaden their aural and score reading

capabilities. Participation in the program also allows them to explore a wide range of

the incredibly rich chamber orchestra literature.
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Program notes

Strauss Sextet for Strings from Capriccio

Capriccio was Richard Strauss’ last operatic venture, and, like the valedictory works
of other great composers — Haydn’s oratorios, Verdi’s Falstaff, Elgar’s Cello Concerto
— it not only summarizes a lifetime of stylistic achievement but also addresses
concerns that the accumulation of years could not dim. For Strauss in this masterful
opera, those concerns were two: one was the cataloguing of his greatest musical
loves; the other was a consideration of the essential dilemma of all vocal music — the
relative importance of words and music. To demonstrate the music that he held in
the highest regard, Strauss quoted in the score snippets from the works of Mozart,
Wagner, Gluck, and Verdi, and he even included fragments from some of his own
compositions. (One of the joys of this opera for the knowledgeable listener is the
identification of the many musical allusions.) Regarding the words/music
controversy, which is the true subject of the opera, Strauss wrote, “The battle between
words and music has been the problem of my life from the beginning, and I leave it
with Capriccio as a question mark.”

The lovely string Sextet that serves as the introduction to Capriccio was first
heard six months before the work’s official premiere. In 1942, Strauss and his wife
moved to Vienna from their Bavarian home in Garmisch-Partenkirchen. Their refusal
to hide their disgust with the Nazi leadership had made their position in Garmisch
difficult when their Jewish daughter-in-law and her children were threatened with
ostracism. The governor of Vienna, Baldur von Schirach, assured Strauss that he
would shelter the family if they would make no further public anti-Nazi remarks. In
appreciation, Strauss allowed the Sextet to be performed privately at Schirach’s house
on May 7, 1942. Despite this particular kindness, Schirach was sentenced to twenty
years imprisonment for war crimes by the Nuremberg Trials in 1946.

The Sextet brings Strauss’ opulent harmonic palette and rich instrumental
textures to his stylized recreation of elegant Rococo chamber music. Though
originally scored for six solo strings, the movement is usually played in concert in an
arrangement for string orchestra. In the opera, the music begins before the stage is
revealed. As it continues, the curtain rises to show the characters listening to the
music played by an off-stage ensemble as the musician Flamand’s birthday offering
to the Countess. The words of Michael Kennedy about the complete opera apply
equally well to this beautiful Sextet: “Capriccio is Strauss’ most enchanting opera. It
is also the nearest he came to unflawed perfection in a work of art. It is an anthology
or synthesis of all that he did best, and it is as if he put his creative process into a
crucible, refining away coarseness, bombast and excess of vitality.”

Mozart Serenade No. 6 in D Major, K. 239 “Serenata notturna”

Mozart wrote about 24 compositions titled “Divertimento” or “Serenade” for special
occasions. Famous serenades by Mozart include the “Haffner” Serenade (which
Mozart later worked into the “Haffner” Symphony, no. 35). the Serenata notturna, and
one of his more well-known works, Eine kleine Nachtmusik, which was written a little



over a decade later.

The occasion or patron for which the Serenata notturna was composed, in
Salzburg in January 1776, is unknown. The Serenata notturna consists of three
movements: a light-footed march, a country-dance minuet, and a spirited rondo
which seems to capture two rustic Salzburg melodies.

Weinberg Symphony No. 7, op. 81

Miecztaw (Moisey) Weinberg was a child of the Warsaw Ghetto. At the age of 12, he
entered the Warsaw Conservatory, where he studied piano and began composing.
With the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939, Weinberg fled (on foot) to Minsk. He was
to lose both parents and a sister in the Holocaust. In Minsk he studied composition
for two years before relocating in Tashkent. There he married the daughter of the
legendary Jewish actor and director Solomon Mikhoels. In Tashkent he also met
Shostakovich, with whom he formed a close lifelong friendship. Weinberg wrote, “It
was as if I had been born anew....Although I took no lessons from him, Dimitri
Shostakovich was the first person to whom I would show each of my new works.”
After the war, Weinberg and Shostakovich moved to Moscow, where they became
next-door neighbors. In 1948, Weinberg’s father-in-law, Mikhoels, was notoriously
murdered by Stalin’s operatives and Weinberg was black-listed by Stalin’s regime.
He was arrested in 1953 and his execution was delayed through the intervention of
Shostakovich. Stalin died a month later and Weinberg was eventually released after
11 weeks in prison.

Weinberg was extremely prolific with over 150 opus numbers, including 25
symphonies, seven operas, and a vast amount of chamber music. About his musical
style, one biographer wrote:

“Weinberg’s compositional style is influenced by Shostakovich, Prokofiev,
Myaskovsky, Bartok and Mahler; his works are often based on a program, largely
autobiographical in nature and they reflect on the fate of the composer and of
humanity in general. His compositions are programmatic in nature with an
occasional use of Slavic and Jewish materials. His music has an absolute, even
abstract, quality, where similar themes assume a variety of characterizations in given
environments.”

According to Boston Globe writer Jeremy Eichler’s eloquent 2014 article on
Weinberg, “the composer never saw himself as a victim, though along the way
Weinberg did come to feel that it was, in his own words, “impossible to repay the
debt” he had incurred through the simple fact of his own survival. He seemed to
compose music almost penitentially —he once called it “creative hard labor” —to
atone, to memorialize, to find sense in a world where there was none to be found.”

The Seventh Symphony was composed in 1964 for the great Russian violist and
conductor Rudolf Barshai and the Moscow Chamber Orchestra.



Donald Palma

Artistic Director
Donald Palma has an active career as double bassist, conductor, and educator. A
native New Yorker, Don attended at the Juilliard School and at the age of nineteen
joined Leopold Stokowski’s American Symphony Orchestra. As a member of the
newly formed contemporary music ensemble, Speculum Musicae, he went on to win
the Naumburg Competition and secure management with Young Concert Artists. A
founding member of the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Don has toured the globe and
recorded over fifty compact discs for Deutsche Grammophone, including the
Grammy Award winning Stravinsky CD, Shadow Dances. Don has also been a
member of the Los Angeles Philharmonic and played Principal Bass in the National
Arts Centre Orchestra under Trevor Pinnock. He played principal bass for Leonard
Bernstein on his recording of West Side Story and was a featured artist on Kathleen
Battle’s recording, Grace. As a performer devoted to contemporary music, he has
played and conducted dozens of premieres and recordings of important works.
Elliott Carter’s Figment III, Mario Davidovsky’s Synchronism No. 11, and Charles
Wuorinen’s Spin-Off are among the many works composed for him. He has
conducted three critically acclaimed CDs of American music with the Odense
Symphony in Denmark. Don has conducted the Xalapa Symphony, the Bridgeport
Symphony, at the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and at the Teatro Colon
in Buenos Aires. He recorded Stravinsky’s L histoire du soldat with Rogers Waters
narrating which was released by SONY in 2018. Don also appears with Orpheus on
Wayne Shorter’s Emanon, which won a 2018 Grammy. He frequently performs with
Mistral, the Walden Chamber Players, at the Bridgehampton Chamber Music
Festival, the White Mountains Festival and is Music Director of the Symphony-by-
the-Sea in Beverly, MA.



Symphonic Music at New England Conservatory
Stanford and Norma Jean Calderwood Director of Orchestras Hugh Wolff is joined
by Associate Director of Orchestras David Loebel, Chamber Orchestra founder
Donald Palma, Head of Orchestral Conducting Stefan Asbury, and a rich array of
guest conductors and coaches for dozens of FREE orchestral concerts in NEC’s Jordan
Hall this year.

Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert information:

NEC Symphony, David Loebel, conductor

Tower Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman, No. 6; Haydn Symphony No. 85, “La Reine”;
Franck Symphony in D Minor

Wednesday, October 22, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Philharmonia, Hugh Wolff, conductor

Bacewicz Overture; Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 1;
Prokofiev Symphony No. 5 in B-flat Major, op. 100
Wednesday, October 29, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Philharmonia, NEC Symphonic Choir, David Loebel, conductor
Mozart Symphony No. 31, “Paris”; Debussy Nocturnes; Boulanger Psaume 129;
Poulenc Gloria

Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Chamber Orchestra, Donald Palma, artistic director
Stravinsky Apollon musageéte; Dvorak Serenade in E Major, op. 22
Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Baroque Orchestra, Guy Fishman, director
Monday, November 17, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Brown Hall

NEC Festival

NEC Symphony, David Loebel, Clancy Ellis “26 GD, conductor

Chadwick Jubilee from Symphonic Sketches; Strauss Overture to Die Fledermaus;
Stravinsky Suite from The Firebird; Joplin (arr. Schuller) Overture to Treemonisha;
Schuller Seven Studies on Themes of Paul Klee

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Opera: Jonathan Dove “Flight”

NEC opera students are joined by members of NEC Philharmonia under the
direction of Robert Tweten; Joshua Major is the stage director

Thursday-Saturday, November 20-22 at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, November 23 at 3:00 p.m.
Plimpton Shattuck Black Box Theatre



Symphonic Music at NEC
—continued

NEC New Music Ensemble, Stefan Asbury, conductor
Monday, December 8, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Burnes Hall

NEC Philharmonia 5, Hugh Wolff, conductor

Handel Concerto Grosso, op. 6 no. 4; Bartok Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta;
Beethoven Violin Concerto in D Major, op. 61, Joshua Brown AD, violin
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC Lab Orchestra
Clancy Ellis 26 GD, Joseph Bozich 27 GD and Leonard Bopp 27 GD conductors
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Brown Hall

Support the future of music at NEC!
Your gift can unleash the power of music by expanding scholarships,
fostering innovation, and bringing music’s impact and transformative reach to all.
Make a gift today at necmusic.edu/givenow

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall,
and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.
Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;
contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room.
Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.
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Welcome
to NEC!

I am thrilled to share New England Conservatory's
2025-26 concert season—a celebration of the
power of music to connect and inspire one
another.

Whether you are seated in one of our concert
halls or watching online, we hope the
performances of our students, faculty, and guest
artists uplift you.

Above all, we thank you for supporting our
students as they cultivate their artistry and
contribute to the world through music.

Andrea Kayln
President




How can you keep
the music playing?

Learn more at necmusic.edu/givenow




Thank you to our generous
community of donors who
remain committed to elevating
the NEC experience and make it
possible for our students to
continue their artistic pursuits.
Every gift to The NEC Furid
supports all pillars of an NEC
education, from scholarship to
community engagement, to our
world-renowned faculty.
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Tom and Lisa Blumenthal

Kennett F. Burnes '22 hon. DM and Barbara Burnes
Harold I. Pratt '17 hon. DM and Frances G. Prattt*
David W. Scudder '03 hon. DM*
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Sene and Eric A. Gray

Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation
Joanne Zervas Sattley*
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Anonymous
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Henry Prentiss Becton*

Joseph Bower '18 hon. DM and Elizabeth Potter
Dr. H. Franklin and Elizabeth Bunn

Howard S. Bunn Foundation

Bessie A. Chiang

Lise M. Olney and Timothy W. Fulham

Edwin D. Graves, Jr.'87 MM*

George F. and Elsie Barnard Hodder Classical Music Fund
Andrea Kalyn

Laurence Lesser '00 hon. DM

This list reflects Elizabeth and John M. Loder*

con::]igjfevﬁg Murray Metcalfe and Louise Burnham Packard
The NEC Fund Mattina R. Proctor Foundation

Margaret E. Richardson
and ourannual | Ropert L. Rosiello
scholarship | gally Rubin and Arthur Applbaum
appeal between | Jennifer Maloney ‘88 and Peter Seka ‘88
July 1,2024 and | Chad T. Smith '95, '98 MM and Bruce McCarthy
June 30, 2025. S. Douglas Smith
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This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship
appeal between
July 1, 2024 and
June 30, 2025.

Dean’s Circle
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Anne and Samuel Bartlett

Downey Family Charitable Foundation
Enid L. Beal and Alan Wolfe*
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Mrs. John Hsu*

Jephson Educational Trusts
Elizabeth B. Johnson

Kathleen and Matthew Kelly

Janet Q. Lawson Foundation

Robert and Jane Morse

Margaret and David Nichols
Northern Trust Company

Slocumb H. Perry

Alexander Sprague

Lee T. Sprague

Jack and Anne Vernon

Frances B. and Patrick S. Wilmerding

$10,000 - $14,999

Karen Atkinson-Medeiros

Gianluca Gallori and Allison Bailey

Rebecca J. Bermont and Alexander D. Benik
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Melody L. McDonald '70 MM, in memory of Professor Jack
McDonald

Manuel Valeiro Medeiros 60, '62, '70 MMt

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Montrone
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Edward Lee & Slocumb Hollis Perry Foundation
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Norton Q. and Sandy Sloan
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Dean’s Circle

Jacob A. Smith

C. Winfield Swarr '62, '65 MM and Winifred B. Swarr*
Alice Welch Tolley

Jerry and Elizabeth Wheelock

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous (3)

Rumiko and Laurent Adamowicz

Peggy and Bruce Barter

The Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
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Ann Macy Beha and Robert A. Radloff
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Debora L. Booth '78

Renée M. and Lee Burns

Katie and Paul Buttenwieser

John A. Clark'81 MM

F.Lyman Clark Trust
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J.D. de Veer

Cole Dutcher

Yukiko Egozy '01 and Eran Egozy

Shrieking Meadow Foundation

Michael Haskett

Helen G. Hauben Foundation

Samuel L. Hayes Ill and Barbara L. Hayes*

Elizabeth and Woody lves

Thomas R. Jackson

Saj-nicole Joni, Ph.D.*

Diane Katzenberg Braun ‘01 MM and Peter Braun

Justin and LeAnn Lindsey

Albert Mason

Mason Family Charity

Kevin N. Moll ‘89 MM, trustee for the Marilyn S. Moll
Charitable Trust

Virginia Nicholas

The Robert Treat Paine Association

Morgan Palmer Foundation

Katharine M. and Anthony D. Pell

Susanna Peyton and John Y. Campbell

Lia and William Poorvu

Helen C. Powell*

Jessica Reece

David J. Reider ‘89 MM and Gail Harris

John C. Rutherford

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



Pedro Sifre and Caroline Fitzgerald

Ute Tellini

James L. Terry '93 hon. DM and Maude D. Terry
Elizabeth and Bill Leatherman

Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust

Joan and Michael Yogg

Artiss D. Zacharias Charitable Trust

Leadership Circle
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Anonymous (3)
Deniz C. Ince and Clinton Bajakian '87
John and Molly Beard*
Beard Family Charitable Trust
Laura L. Bell '85 and Robert Schultz
Bell Family Foundation
Peter Boberg and Sunwoo Kahng
Mrs. Brenda S. Bruce '66 MM*
Ferdinando Stelio Buonanno
Wha Kyung Byun '74 and Russell Shermant
Paul C. and Virginia C. Cabot Charitable Trust
Cedar Tree Foundation
Catherine Tan Chan
Lluis Claret
Nathaniel S. and Catherine Coolidge
Gloria dePasquale '71, '73 MM
Yelena Dudochkin
David Gaylin '76 MM and Karen Gaylin*
Marvin E. Gilmore, Jr.'51
William Hawes
Louis landoli
Nancy Kim
Christopher and Laura Lindop
Andre J. Messier
Louise Oremland
Bernard Peyton
This listreflects | Mr. Ted Reinert*
those who Julie H. Reveley '78 MM and Robert J. Reveley
contributed to Philip Rosenkranz
The NEC Fund Ronald W. Takvorian
and our annual Katherine U. and Ronald W. Takvorian Charitable Foundation
scholarship | Neil L. and Kathleen Thompson
appeal between | Michael Trach and Lisa Manning
July 1,2024 and | David J. Varnerin*
June 30, 2025. Elizabeth Munro and Peter Wheeler
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$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (8)
Beverly Achki
Jeff and Keiko Alexander*
Calvin D. Alexander
Lawson P. Allen
Lindsay M. Miller and Peter W. Ambler
Americana Arts Foundation
Vivian Pyle and Tony Anemone
Michelle A. Ashford
Deborah A. Baker
Gyasi N. Barber
Evelyn Barnes
Amy Baughman
Clark and Susana Bernard
Miriam Fried and Paul Biss
Charles and Julia Bolton
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Buffington
Lisa Z. Burke and Edward L. Burke
The Edmund & Betsy Cabot Charitable Foundation
Sara Snow Cabot and Timothy Cabot
John Carey
Hall and Stewart Choate
Vernice Van Ham Cohen
Christa Collins
Kristien L. Creamer
Barbara and Richard Currier
Brit d'Arbeloff
Gene and Lloyd Dahmen*
Kathleen Davis
Marguerite Demirjian
Donald Di Salvo
Deborah C. and Timothy W. Diggins
Norman Dobbs
Melinda Donovan
Frank V. Doyle '82
Richard B. Earle '76 and Alison M. Earle
Peter C. Erichsen and David R. Palumb
This list reflects | Mr. Lloyd Fillion and Ms. Sonia Turek
those who | Michele and Christian C. Fisher
contributedto | John B. Foster
The NEC Fund | Marjorie and Lawrence Franko
and our annual | Daniel P. Friedman
scholarship | Margaretand M. Dozier Gardner
appeal between | Judith and Ron Goodman Charitable Trust

July 1, 2024 and Mrs. Sylvia Green
June 30,2025, | Garthand Lindsay Greimann
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This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
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Marjorie P. and Nicholas P. Greville

Janice Guilbault
Sonia K. Guterman
Stella M. Hammond*
Dena Hardymon
Beth Harper

Carol T. Henderson

Henderson Family Foundation
Gardner C. Hendrie/The Fannie Cox Foundation

Douglas Hires '80*
Seungae Hong
Eric Hoover

Michael C. Hutchinson '01 and Laura Hutchinson
F. Gardner and Pamela Jackson

Linda C. Jaffe
A. Diehl Jenkins

Michael P. Johns '71 and Michelle Johns

Constance Jordan
Esther P. Kaplan
Susan Katzenberg

Ms. Sunwha M. Kim 70 and Mr. Kee H. Lee

Shirish and Paula Korde
Michael Kranzley

Andrew M. Carter and Renée Krimsier Carter '78, '80 MM
Dr. Eng-Hwi and Sew-Leong Kwa

Sylvia M. Lamoutte Caro
Mr. David Stoddart Lee
Anne Lewis

Adrienne and Thomas Linnell

Mr. David Loebel
Norman Lotz '77*

Jill A. Hornor and Yo-Yo Ma '92 hon. DM
Ruth Shefer and Earl S. Marmar

Jacquelyn Martocchio

J. Robert McNutt

James and Ellen Meadors
Eugene B. Meyer

Nicolas Minutillo

Kyra Montagu

Michael Mulroy

Richard K. Nichols

Davina Ogilvie

Violet Ohanasian

Elizabeth and Robert Owens

David Parish

Robert and Jacquelyn Pascucci

Manisha Patel
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Denise and Lincoln Pinsky
Irving and Janet Plotkin
The Plumb Family Fund of the Maine Community
Foundation*
Donna M. Regis '79*
Anonymous
Anne R. and James V. Righter*
Timothy Ritchie
Jay Rizzetto '73 and Diane Rizzetto
Paula Robison
Jill Roff
Michael and Karen Rotenberg
Stuart Rowe
Susan K. Ruf
Dr. Frank M. Sacks
Rebecca B. and Preston H. Saunders
Andrew Saxe
Steven Leonard Scher ‘82, '84 MM
Drs. Richard and Mary Scott
The Helena Segy Foundation
Aviva Selling
Kenneth M. Shimberg
Judi Smolinski
Peter Solomon
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Stanbury*
Maria and Ray S. Stata
Emilie D. Steele
Benjamin Steiner
Daniel Stern and Deborah Nadel
M. Sternweiler
Stephen L. Symchych
Marjorie Talcoff
The Tamarack Foundation
Charles and Rae Terpenning
Thomas W. Thaler
Dr. Joseph B. Twichell
Monte Wallace
The Wapack Foundation
This list reflects | Anderson Wasden
those who | Edward B. White
contributedto | Judith Kogan and Hugh Wolff
The NEC Fund | Heather Woods
and our annual | G-MeadWyman
scholarship | Allan Yudacufski
appeal between
July 1, 2024 and
June 30, 2025.
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Corporate Partners

$25,000+
Bain Capital
The Hamilton Company Charitable Foundation

$15,000 - $24,999
M. Steinert & Sons Co., Inc.

$10,000 - $14,999

Loews Corporation
Strategic Investment Group
AECOM Tishman

$5,000 - $9,999
Eastern Bank
East Meets West
NFP

$2,500 - $4,999

Atlantic Elevator Service Inc.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Clarion Associates Inc.

USENTRA Security

$1,000- $2,499

ACIS / Encore Tours

Brown Advisory

Collegiate Press Co.

EMCOR Services Northeast, Inc.
HUB International

Nixon Peabody

Sweetwater Sound, Inc.

*Indicates membership in the Tourjée Society. Named after
NEC's founder, Eben Tourjée, the Tourjée Society recognizes
those who have made a planned gift to NEC. Learn more by
contacting Aaron McGarry, Planned Giving Officer, at at
aaron.mcgarry@necmusic.edu or 617-585-1356.
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