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Welcome 
to NEC!
I am thrilled to share New England Conservatory’s 
2024-25 concert season—a celebration of the 
power of music to connect and inspire one another.

Whether you are seated in one of our concert 
halls or watching online, we hope you are uplifted 
by the performances of our students, faculty, and 
guest artists.

Above all, we thank you for your support of our 
students as they cultivate their artistry and 
contribute to the world through music. 

Andrea Kalyn 
President
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Echoes Through Time: A Tapestry of Voices features works by seven NEC DMA and 

Masters composers. Each piece in this concert is a unique thread, woven together to 

form a rich, harmonious tapestry that transcends time and place. From the vibrant 

autumn hues to the stirring legacies of Shostakovich, from ancient Chinese myth to 

the profound explorations of emotions and mathematics, and from the reflective 

metaphor of a glass prism to the musical realization of inescapability, this program 

takes you on a journey across cultures, histories, and sonic landscapes.      – Lingbo Ma 

 

 

Trygve Lebakken ’25 MM 

 

Eigenmelodie for percussion quartet 

   

  Liam McManus, Camden Briggs, 

   Samuel Kerr, Patrick Sorah, percussion 

 

 

Devin Cholodenko ’27 DMA 

 

Descending for cello and piano 

   

  Jiheuk Choi, cello 

  Yoshino Toi, piano 

 

 

Tomer Rozen ’25 MM Two Songs for countertenor and piano 

  In My Garden 

  Love of the Golden Apple 

   

  Ricky L. Owens, countertenor 

  Tomer Rozen, piano 

 

 

Lingbo Ma ’26 DMA 

 

嫦娥奔月 (Chang E Flying to the Moon)  

 

  Shalun Li, Seongwoo Moon, piano 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yangfan Xu ’25 DMA 

 

Colors of Woodlands for solo cello 

  Verdant Raindance 

  Lilac Whispers 

  Summer Crescendo 

  Summer Sunset 

  Enchanted Ember 

  Wild Silver Wind 

 

  Jonah Kernis, cello 

 

 

Yini Chen ’25 MM 

 

Prism 

   

  Anne Chao, flute 

  Zoe Schramm, clarinet 

  Ava Kenney, violin 

  Rita Hugues Söderbaum, viola 

  William Rawlinson, cello 

  Pauline Pu, piano 

  Jackie Hu, conductor 

 

 

Yi-Chen Chang ’24 DMA 

 

DSCH 

 

  Anne Chao, flute 

  Phoebe Kuan, clarinet 

  Tzu-Ting Chen, violin 

  Chi-Jui Chen, viola 

  Lian Yu, cello 

 



 
Lebakken     Eigenmelodie 

Eigenmelodie was written as part of the 2022 Sō Percussion Summer Institute. It is a 

piece defined by its use of a theoretical language based on the mathematical concept 

of an eigenvector. An eigenvector is a vector that only changes in length when it is 

transformed while most other transformed vectors will change in both direction and 

length. In this way, the eigenvector stays “recognizable” after the transformation 

occurs. This piece is that concept translated into musical terms: there is a single 

Melody presented in unison between all four players that is then transformed and 

morphed while remaining audibly intact.            – Trygve Lebakken 

 

Cholodenko     Descending 

The musical materials of this work fall into a particular pattern, depicting a sort of 

inescapability—like a question that answers itself, and yet, somehow still remains a 

question. In this way, the music falls deeper and deeper into itself: just when it seems 

to be arriving somewhere new, it becomes clear that the musical materials have 

merely appeared in a new form.                          – Devin Cholodenko 

 

Rozen     Two Songs 

Two Songs is a mini set of two artistic Hebrew poems composed as modern “Lieder”. 

The poems were written by two of the most acclaimed poets of the Hebrew language: 

Rachel Bluwstein and Dalya Ravikovitch. “In My Garden” is a love song, using the 

garden as a metaphor for emotional intimacy. “Love of the Golden Apple” is an 

enigmatic text about complex love/hate relationships.                                – Tomer Rozen 

 

In My Garden 

 

I planted you in my garden,  

my hidden garden - my heart.  

Your fruits were intertwined  

And in me your roots deepened. 

  

And from dawn till dusk  

the garden shall not rest -  

it is you there, you there  

blissfully like thousand birds. 

 

 

Love of the Golden Apple 

 

A golden apple loved the one who ate it, 

good for looking at and good for eating, 

became aware that he is the one who sees him. 

A citron boasted: 



 

I'm smarter than he is, 

a tree saddened: 

he shall die and be gone. 

Worthy fear, who shall revive it? 

A citron scorned: 

be wiser, naive one!  

A tree was angry:  

it's a misdeed and a sin,  

take it back, for I hate a fool.  

A golden apple loved the one who ate it,  

loved the one who beat it, with all of its being.  

A golden apple loved the one who ate it,  

went to its beater as food to its teeth.  

A golden apple was swallowed in its eater,  

came in its skin,  

even in its flesh. 

 

Ma     嫦娥奔月 (Chang E Flying to the Moon) 

This piece is inspired by the ancient Chinese myth of 嫦娥奔月 (Chang E Flying to the 

Moon). Chang E, the heroine, is a smart woman and leads a happy life with her 

husband, general Hou Yi. Hou Yi is given an elixir of life by a goddess as a reward 

for his brave and altruistic act of helping people on the earth. Though the elixir 

promises eternal life, Hou Yi, content with his life on Earth, has no desire to leave his 

present life and join the gods in the heavens. In this piece for piano four hands, the 

two pianists take the roles of Chang E and Hou Yi respectively and tells the story 

with music. The higher register represents Chang E who ascends to the moon while 

the lower register embodies Hou Yi who remains behind on Earth. The piece starts 

with a meditative introduction in the high register, almost like a portrait of the moon. 

This is followed by a harmonious passage, reflecting the couple’s peaceful and happy 

life together. The serenity is abruptly interrupted when Peng Meng, Hou Yi’s wicked 

associate, bursts in, attempting to steal the elixir. A frantic, percussive section 

conveys the struggle, as Chang E defends herself but ultimately swallows the elixir in 

desperation. As the magic takes effect, she begins to float, gradually ascending 

toward the moon. At this moment, only one pianist remains, playing in the very high 

register to evoke the sensation of floating in the air. Hou Yi returns home at sunset, 

but his wife is nowhere to be found. Chang E waves at him from the moon. From that 

point on, the couple live in separation, each yearning for the other. The two pianists 

return to the original theme, but now in different pitch levels, creating a juxtaposed 

dissonance that symbolizes their distance and sorrow. The piece closes with a 

reflection of the opening, leaving the ending open to interpretation. Is their 

separation permanent or will they reunite? Perhaps it has all been a dream. The 

choice is left to the listener.                       – Lingbo Ma 

 



 

Xu     Colors of Woodlands 

Dedicated to cellist Jonah Kernis, Colors of Woodlands is a journey through nature’s 

shifting seasons, inspired by the brilliant transformation of late September leaves. 

This solo cello work unfolds in six evocative movements, each a poetic portrait of a 

season's distinct character. 

 The opening movement, "Verdant Raindance," features vivid and lively rhythms 

that evoke percussive raindrops, shimmering greens, and sparkling highlights as the 

woodland awakens. "Lilac Whispers" follows with a mysterious and playful quality, 

its elusive melodies conjuring the delicate charm of a blooming lilac. In "Summer 

Crescendo," the music bursts forth with extra energetic summer vitality, capturing 

the dynamic pulse and exuberance of the season. "Summer Sunset" then paints a 

serene, nonstagnic picture, its warm, glowing tones reminiscent of a sun-drenched 

horizon gently yielding to twilight. The journey continues with "Enchanted Ember," a 

mesmerizing and warmly lyrical movement that invites the listener into an intimate 

embrace of sound. Finally, "Wild Silver Wind" sweeps in as a fierce and untamed 

finale, its vigorous spirit echoing the raw force of a silver winter wind. 

 Together, these movements weave a continuous tapestry of sound and color, 

celebrating the eternal dance of nature’s seasons and inviting a deep, reflective 

communion with the world around us.    – Yangfan Xu 

 

Chen     Prism 

“Prism”, in optics, is a piece of glass or other transparent material cut with precise 

angles and plane faces, useful for analyzing and reflecting light. 

 In this piece, the idea of a prism becomes a metaphor for the manner in which 

sound is reflected and transformed in numerous sonic rays. These sonic rays blend 

through a series of timbral oppositions, such as bright versus dark, soft versus harsh, 

simple versus complex. Sound color evolves gradually from a monochromatic texture 

into a diverse canvas, eventually returning to a tranquil, static state.            – Yini Chen 

 

Chang     DSCH 

This piece is titled DSCH, a musical motif used by the composer Dmitri 

Shostakovich. It’s a musical cryptogram emulating the manner of the Bach motif (the 

note names of the motif are Bach's initials), consisting of D, E-flat, C, B natural (or in 

German pronunciation as "De-Es-Ce-Ha"), thus standing for the German translation 

of Shostakovich's initials: D. Sch. 

 B-C-D-Eb is also a musical signifier that drew the attention of the greatest 

composers of the 19th and 20th centuries to reinvent or go beyond the conventional 

writing of tonal music. Its symmetrical characteristic is adaptable to the variety of 

pitch set combinations as well as the formation of interesting scales such as octatonic 

scales. Juxtaposing minor/major second, it resonates with the suppression and 

tension in a turbulent world that is still valid today. This work elaborates on the 

colorful characters of this motif. It is omnipresent throughout the piece in its original 

form and variants. The texture, harmony, rhythmic characters, and other features also 

pay tribute to Shostakovich. 



  

 There are three sections in this work. Each section is connected through a pre-

recorded electronic passage. The thematic material of the first one comes from the 

opening of Shostakovich’s Eighth String Quartet, Mvt. 1 (measure 1-26), a signature 

piece featuring Shostakovich's DSCH motif. And the second one comes from measure 

153-192 of the same movement. According to the score, String Quartet No. 8 is 

dedicated "to the victims of fascism and the war"; his son Maxim interprets this as a 

reference to the victims of all totalitarianism, while his daughter Galina says that the 

composer dedicated it to himself. All three descriptions are reflective and relevant to 

the meaning of this work. 

 Due to the stage setting criteria, pre-recorded electronic passages are not 

included in the performance this evening.                – Yi-Chen Chang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Composers’ Series concert 

 

NEC Composers’ Series, John Mallia, curator 
Malcolm Peyton Composers-in-Residence - Ingrid Laubrock and Ikue Mori 

Thursday, May 1, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall, 

and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.  

Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;  

contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room. 

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.  

 

 

Stay connected         

 

 
 

necmusic.edu/tonight 



How can you keep 
the music playing?

Find out by visiting necmusic.edu/givenow.



Thank you to our generous 
community of donors who 
remain committed to elevating 
the NEC experience and make 
it possible for our students to 
continue their artistic pursuits. 
Every gift to The NEC Fund 
supports all pillars of an NEC 
education, from scholarship to 
community engagement, to our 
world-renowned faculty.



President’s Circle
$100,000 +
Tom and Lisa Blumenthal
Kennett F. Burnes ’22 hon. DM and Barbara Burnes
Blair and Jackie Hendrix
Harold I. Pratt ’17 hon. DM and Frances G. Pratt
David W. Scudder ’03 hon. DM

$75,000 - $99,999
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation

$50,000 - $74,999
Carroll L. Cabot
Deborah Bennett Elfers ’82
The Friese Foundation
Barbara Winter Glauber
Sene and Eric A. Gray
Kimberly and Brian McCaslin
Wendy Shattuck ’75 and Samuel Plimpton
Carlos Zarate in memory of Raquel Zarate

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Nikolaos and Katherine Athanasiou
Anne and Samuel Bartlett
Enid L. Beal and Alan Wolfe
Willa C. and Taylor S. Bodman
Joseph Bower ’18 hon. DM and Elizabeth Potter
Lise M. Olney and Timothy W. Fulham
George F. and Elsie Barnard Hodder Classical Music Fund
Anna and David Goldenheim
Edwin D. Graves, Jr. ’87 MM
Elizabeth B. Johnson
Andrea Kalyn
Elizabeth and John M. Loder
Murray Metcalfe and Louise Burnham Packard
Ute and Patrick Prevost
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
Margaret E. Richardson
Peter J. Ross
Sally Rubin and Arthur Applbaum
Margarita Rudyak
Michael and Susan T. Thonis
Alice Welch Tolley

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Dean’s Circle
$15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Rebecca J. Bermont and Alexander D. Benik
Suki and Miguel de Bragança
The Charisma Fund – Lucy R. Sprague Memorial
Downey Family Charitable Foundation
Uzochi and Erik Erlingsson
Robert and Jane Morse
Margaret and David Nichols
Joanne Zervas Sattley
Jennifer Maloney ’88 and Peter Seka ’88
S. Douglas Smith
Jack and Anne Vernon
Frances B. and Patrick S. Wilmerding

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous
Rumiko and Laurent Adamowicz
Gianluca Gallori and Allison Bailey
Peggy and Bruce Barter
Henry P. Becton
Ann Macy Beha and Robert A. Radloff
Leon-Diego Fernandez
Erika Franke and David Brown
Margaret L. Goodman
Hamilton and Mildred Kellogg Charitable Trust
Whitney Hatch
Helen G. Hauben Foundation
Eloise and Arthur Hodges
Jephson Educational Trusts
Kathleen and Matthew Kelly
Pamela Kohlberg and Curtis Greer
Laurence Lesser ’00 hon. DM
Jane E. Manopoli
Melody L. McDonald ’70 MM in memory of 

Professor Jack McDonald
Katharine M. and Anthony D. Pell
Slocumb H. Perry
Allan G. Rodgers
Barbara E. and Edward M. Scolnick
Norton Q. and Sandy Sloan
Jacob A. Smith

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Lee T. Sprague
The Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
Swanson Family Foundation
Daniel and Shera Mae Walker

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
The Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Wally and Roz Bernheimer
Debora L. Booth ’78
Dr. H. Franklin and Elizabeth Bunn
Mei-Ann Chen
F. Lyman Clark Trust
John A. Clark ’81 MM
Cogan Family Foundation
J. D. de Veer
Charles C. Ely Trust
Margaretta and Jerry Hausman
Samuel L. Hayes III and Barbara L. Hayes
Elizabeth and Woody Ives
Saj-nicole Joni, Ph.D.
Diane Katzenberg Braun ’01 MM and Peter Braun
Thomas Kearns
Justin and LeAnn Lindsey
Elizabeth I. Lintz ’97 and John D. Kramer
Albert Mason
Kevin N. Moll ’89 MM, trustee for the Marilyn S. Moll Charitable Trust
Morgan Palmer Foundation
Robert and Alexa Plenge
Helen C. Powell
Margaret D. Raymond Revocable Trust
Linda Reineman
Lee S. Ridgway ’77 MM
Philip Rosenkranz
John C. Rutherford
Shrieking Meadow Foundation
Chad T. Smith ’95, ’98 MM and Bruce McCarthy
Madeleine H. Soren Trust
C. Winfield Swarr ’62, ’65 MM and Winifred B. Swarr
Ronald W. Takvorian
James L. Terry ’93 hon. DM and Maude D. Terry
Lixiang Yao
Joan and Michael Yogg
Artiss D. Zacharias Charitable Trust
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Leadership Circle 
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous, in memory of Helen Kwan
Chris Bartel
Laura L. Bell ’85 and Robert Schultz
Ferdinando Buonanno
Renée M. and Lee Burns
Wha Kyung Byun ’74 and Russell Sherman†
Paul C. and Virginia C. Cabot Charitable Trust
Cedar Tree Foundation
Catherine Tan Chan
Lluís Claret
Gloria dePasquale ’71, ’73 MM
Joanne W. Dickinson
Melinda Donovan
Yukiko Egozy ’01 and Eran Egozy
Nancy Gade and James Curto
David Gaylin ’76 MM and Karen Gaylin
Mary J. Greer
Carol T. Henderson
Douglas Hires ’80
Vandana and Shankar Jagannathan
A. Diehl Jenkins
Theodore N. Luu
Andre J. Messier
Richard K. Nichols
Louise Oremland
Fernande and George Raine
David J. Reider ’89 MM and Gail Harris
Ted Reinert
James and Yuki Renwick
Anne Rippy Turtle
Robert L. Rosiello
Ann M. Bajart and John A. Schemmer
Vivian K. and Lionel B. Spiro
Eliza and Timothy Sullivan
Charles and Rae Terpenning
Neil L. and Kathleen Thompson
Michael Trach and Lisa Manning
David J. Varnerin
Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust

This list reflects 
those who 
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The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Anonymous (4)
Beverly Achki
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Jeff and Keiko Alexander
Lawson P. Allen
Lindsay M. Miller and Peter W. Ambler
Vivian Pyle and Tony Anemone
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Joan Bentinck-Smith
Clark and Susana Bernard
Miriam Fried and Paul Biss
Peter Boberg and Sunwoo Kahng
Allison Boehret Soderstrom
Charles and Julia Bolton
Brenda S. Bruce ’66 MM
Lisa Z. Burke and Edward L. Burke
Richard Burnes, Jr.
Barbara and Richard Burwen
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser
The Edmund & Betsy Cabot Charitable Foundation
John Carey
Jenny Chang
Andy Chen
Chris and Denise Chisholm
Vernice Van Ham Cohen
Nathaniel S. and Catherine Coolidge
Dr. John J. Curtis
Brit d’Arbeloff
Gene and Lloyd Dahmen
David F. Dietz
Deborah C. and Timothy W. Diggins
Cole Dutcher
Richard B. Earle ’76 and Alison M. Earle
Peter C. Erichsen and David R. Palumb
Andrew J. Falender ’92 hon. DM and Jacquelyn A. Lenth
Ellen Feingold
Corinne and Tim Ferguson
Edwin G. Fischer
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
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Marjorie and Lawrence Franko
Daniel P. Friedman
Garth and Lindsay Greimann
Marjorie P. and Nicholas P. Greville
Janice Guilbault
Stella M. Hammond
Dena Hardymon
Gardner C. Hendrie/The Fannie Cox Foundation
Julie and Bayard Henry
Eric Hoover
Michael C. Hutchinson ’01 and Laura Hutchinson
F. Gardner and Pamela Jackson
Thomas R. Jackson
Hongyu Jiang and Xiaojun Li
Esther P. Kaplan
Susan Katzenberg
Raymond Kelleher
Sunwha M. Kim ’70 and Kee H. Lee
Nancy Kim
Shirish and Paula Korde
Andrew M. Carter and Renée Krimsier Carter ’78, ’80 MM
Dr. Eng-Hwi and Sew-Leong Kwa
Paul LaFerriere
Christopher and Laura Lindop
James Mackey
Thomas W. Malone
Ruth Shefer and Earl S. Marmar
Eugene B. Meyer
Kyra Montagu
Jacqueline C. Morby
Richard P. and Claire W. Morse
Wanda J. and Ronald R. Mourant
Jo Ann Neusner
David and Elly Newbower
Cindy J. Null and Robert Goodof
Carol Burchard O’Hare
Violet Ohanasian
Susan W. Paine
Naimish Patel
The Plumb Family Fund of the Maine Community Foundation
Donna M. Regis ’79
Julie H. Reveley ’78 MM and Robert J. Reveley

This list reflects 
those who 
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The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
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July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Anne R. and James V. Righter
Jill Roff
Joshua Roseman
Michael and Karen Rotenberg
Stuart Rowe
Susan K. Ruf
Dr. Frank M. Sacks
Rebecca B. and Preston H. Saunders
Drs. Richard and Mary Scott
Carol P. Searle
Aviva Selling
Pedro Sifre and Caroline Fitzgerald
Karl Sims
Eve E. Slater
Judi Smolinski
Peter Solomon
Benjamin Sosland
Emilie D. Steele
Daniel Stern and Deborah Nadel
The Helena Segy Foundation
M. Sternweiler
Stephen L. Symchych
Thomas W. Thaler
James and Deb Thomas
Jane Wen Tsuang ’86 and Jason Warner
Dr. Joseph B. Twichell
Monte Wallace
Robert Weisskoff and Ann Marie Lindquist
Edward B. White
Thomas A. Wilkins ’82 MM
Elizabeth and Bill Leatherman
Elsie and Patrick Wilmerding
Judith Kogan and Hugh Wolff
Heather Woods
Janet Wu
Allan Yudacufski
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Corporate Partners
$25,000 + 
The Hamilton Company Charitable Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis

$15,000 - $24,999 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Loews Corporation

$10,000 - $14,999
AECOM Tishman
Eastern Bank
PwC
Strategic Investment Group

$5,000 - $9,999
Dewey Square Group
East Meets West Catering
Eaton Vance
M. Steinert & Sons
NFP

$2,500 - $4,999
Aptiv
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Carriage House Violins
Clarion Associates, Inc.
Fiducient Advisors
Jenzabar
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USENTRA Security
Wessling Architects, PLLC

$1,000- $2,499
Brown Advisory
Collegiate Press Co.
EMCOR Services Northeast
Encore Tours
HUB International New England
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