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Welcome to the Undergraduate Opera Studio’s production of Purcell’s Dido and 

Aeneas.  This is a time defying drama that has been performed in opera houses both 

big and small.  I always look forward to presenting this work and hope that you fall 

in love with it as I have.  The students always bring something special to this story of 

the ill-fated love between Dido and Aeneas.  The confrontation between them near 

the end of the opera is one of the most dramatic such confrontations found in any 

opera of any time.  I pray thee, enjoy!!              – Michael Meraw 

 

 

CAST 

 

Friday 

 

Daniela Pyne 
Yumeng Xing 

Rachel Solyn 

McLain Weaver 
Yoomin Kang 
Jialin Han 
Nancy Schoen 

Valentine Umeh 

Baian Chen 

 

 

DIDO 

BELINDA 

SECOND WOMAN 

AENEAS 

SORCERESS 

FIRST WITCH 

SECOND WITCH 

SAILOR 

SPIRIT 

Chorus: Aislin Alancheril, Emelia Boydstun-Torres, Xingyan Chen, Yerim Colin, 

Molly Knight, Nancy Schoen, Valentine Umeh 
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Anna Poltronieri Tang 
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Yerim Colin 

Emelia Boydstun-Torres 

Ivy Evers 

Hannah Miller 

Valentine Umeh 

Baian Chen 

 

 

DIDO 

BELINDA 

SECOND WOMAN 

AENEAS 

SORCERESS 

FIRST WITCH 

SECOND WITCH 

SAILOR 

SPIRIT 

Chorus: Aislin Alancheril, Xingyan Chen, Yoomin Kang, Molly Knight,  

Nancy Schoen, Valentine Umeh, McLain Weaver 

 

 



 

Director’s Summary 

The story of Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas has its roots in the events described in the 

Aeneid by Virgil. Dido, Queen of Carthage, still mourning the loss of her first 

husband, meets Aeneas the Trojan hero on his way to Italy to found the new city of 

Rome. Dido’s lady-in-waiting convinces Dido to allow Aeneas to woo her. In 

Purcell’s opera, we move to a scene of the Sorceress and the Witches who, because of 

their hatred of all those in power, vow to bring Dido down and Carthage with her. 

Dido, Aeneas, and their retinue take a break from a hunt in a beautiful spot, and are 

entertained by a telling of the story of Diana and Actaeon. The Witches conjure a 

storm to drive Dido back to the palace, and the Sorceress makes her “elf” appear to 

Aeneas as Mercury who reminds him to follow Jove’s command and set sail for 

Italy. The third act starts with bawdy song of the sailors as they prepare to leave and 

the Witches enjoyment of their plan. Aeneas enters to tell Dido he must leave, and 

even after he tells her he’ll disobey Jove’s command and stay, she tells him to go 

because he even thought about breaking his promise and leaving her. Aeneas goes, 

and Dido kills herself with Aeneas’ own sword/knife, and then is burned on a pyre, 

the flames of which Aeneas can see as he sails to Latium.                     – Steven Goldstein 



 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the future of music at NEC!  

Your gift to The NEC Fund has a direct and immediate impact on student 

scholarships, NEC’s world-class faculty, and a collaborative and innovative learning 

environment rooted in the highest level of musical excellence.  

Please consider making a gift to support NEC at necmusic.edu/givenow 
 

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall, 

and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.  

Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;  

contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room. 

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.  

Stay connected         

 
 

necmusic.edu/tonight 

https://necmusic.edu/give/make-a-gift/

