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Welcome
to NEC!

I'am thrilled to share New England Conservatory's
2024-25 concert season—a celebration of the
power of music to connect and inspire one another.

Whether you are seated in one of our concert
halls or watching online, we hope you are uplifted
by the performances of our students, faculty, and
guest artists.

Above all, we thank you for your support of our
students as they cultivate their artistry and
contribute to the world through music.

Andrea Kalyn
President




Zildjians, Atlantic Records, and Jazz:
The Legacy of Istanbul in America

NEC Jazz Orchestra
Ken Schaphorst, conductor

with
Boston Mehter Band

and special guests
Sam Newsome, soprano saxophone
Nasheet Waits, drum set

Thursday, February 27, 2025
7:30 p.m.
NEC’s Jordan Hall



A significant root of jazz music lies in marching bands, and since mehter (the so-called
“Ottoman Janissary”) bands were the precursors to European military/marching
bands, they are inherently connected to the evolution of jazz big bands (or jazz
orchestras). This connection is evident in the instrumentation and characteristic
timbre of the jazz big band, which remains largely based on the distinct mehter
combination of reeds, brass, and percussion—in jazz, this traditional combination has
been expanded with the addition of rhythm section instruments, other than the drum
set. While the crucial African roots of jazz are often emphasized, this particular
connection is frequently overlooked, apart from occasional references to the
marching bands of New Orleans. Yet, there is another significant link between jazz
and mehter bands: the famous Zildjian family, originally from Istanbul, who crafted
cymbals for these bands for at least three centuries before opening their American
branch in Massachusetts in 1929. The role of Zildjian cymbals in shaping the sound
and timbre of the modern drum set cannot be overstated, and their early history in
the U.S., coinciding with the advent of jazz, played a crucial part in this development.

Interestingly, another prominent Istanbul family that arrived in the U.S. in 1934
also played a pivotal role in music history. The Ertegiin brothers, Ahmet and Nesuhi,
were the sons of the Republic of Tiirkiye’s first Ambassador to the United States.
Ahmet Ertegiin, co-founder and president of Atlantic Records, and his older brother
Nesuhi, a producer of many iconic jazz albums we are celebrating tonight, had a
monumental influence on shaping modern music. The Ertegiin brothers” hiring of
Arif Mardin —another member of a distinguished Istanbul family —as an arranger
and producer in the early 1960s is yet another example of the legacy of Istanbul in
America, which we are honoring this evening.

Mehmet Ali Sanlikol, NEC faculty member and co-producer of tonight’s program,
first assembled a mehter band in Boston nearly 20 years ago. Shortly after publishing
his book The Musician Mehters in 2011, accompanied by a CD recorded by that mehter
band, the ensemble ceased performing for various reasons. As a result, assembling a
mehter band for tonight’s program proved challenging. We owe special thanks to
NEC faculty member and saxophonist Mark Zaleski, who picked up the zurna
(double-reed pipe), the primary melodic instrument of mehter bands, only this past
September. We also appreciate our students for bravely agreeing to play instruments
entirely new to them.

The majority of the music in the first set dates back to the late 16th and early 17th
centuries. While melodic lines (with hints of trumpet parts) of mehter music appear
in a collection by Ali Ufki from the mid-17th century, no individual parts were
written down. As a result, Mehmet Ali Sanlikol created the percussion parts and
wrote the trumpet parts based on his studies of historical sources. The second set
features the world premiere of Echoes from a Forgotten Past, a composition by Sanlikol
that unites the mehter band with the NEC Jazz Orchestra. This extended composition
will feature faculty member Nasheet Waits on the drum set while highlighting the
mehter-jazz connection in an unheard musical union.



The second half of the concert will include selected highlights from the Atlantic
Records catalog. Ken Schaphorst not only had the challenging task of selecting pieces
from the many influential jazz albums released by Atlantic, but also arranged three of
these pieces for tonight’s program. The resulting repertoire includes works by Jimmy
Giuffre (former NEC faculty), Charles Mingus, Ornette Coleman, and John Lewis,
along with Quincy Jones' famous arrangement of Let the Good Times Roll, popularized
by Ray Charles. The evening will conclude with Schaphorst's arrangement of My
Favorite Things, based on the iconic John Coltrane version, featuring saxophonist Sam

Newsome.
I. MEHTER BANDS
Zurna Taksim (improvisation)
Anonymous Ceng-i Harbi

transcr. Salomon Schweigger
(1551-1622)
arr/ed. Mehmet Ali Sanlikol

Anonymous Pisrev-i Mah-u Diinya

transcr. Ali Ufki (A Prelude to the Moon and the world)
(1610-1675)

arr. Mehmet Ali Sanlikol

Anonymous Nikriz Pisrev
transcr. Ali Ufki
arr. Mehmet Ali Sanlikol

Mehmet Ali Sanlikol Ussak Saz Semai-i Harbi “Ottomanist”
(b. 1974)

Ceng-i Harbi

Boston Mehter Band

Mehmet Ali Sanlikol, director and zurna
Mark Zaleski, zurna

Woody Pierre, Charlie Watson, trumpet
Khalil Afra, Dimitris Terpizis, nekkare
Ruby Wagner, Zijian Luo, cymbals
George Lernis, Tareq Rantisi, davul
Carlo Kind, kos



II. THE LEGACY OF ISTANBUL IN AMERICA

Mehmet Ali Sanlikol

Jimmy Giuffre
(1921-2008)
arr. Ken Schaphorst

Charles Mingus
(1922-1979)

arr. Sy Johnson
(1930-2022)

Ornette Coleman
(1930-2015)
arr. Ted Nash

John Lewis
(1920-2001)
arr. Ken Schaphorst

Sam Theard/Fleecie Moore
(1904-1982) (1909-1989)
arr. Quincy Jones
(1933-2024)

Richard Rodgers
(1902-1979)
arr. Ken Schaphorst

Echoes from a Forgotten Past
World premiere

Boston Mehter Band
NEC Jazz Orchestra
Nasheet Waits, drum set

Intermission

[II. ATLANTIC RECORDS

The Train and the River

Sue’s Changes

Una Muy Bonita

Django

Let the Good Times Roll

My Favorite Things

NEC Jazz Orchestra
Sam Newsome, soprano saxophone



NEC Jazz Orchestra
Ken Schaphorst, conductor

Winds
Lenka Molcanyiova, alto saxophone, soprano saxophone, recorder
Cosmo Lieberman, alto saxophone
Gabriel Nieves, tenor saxophone, clarinet
Lorenzo Cortese, tenor saxophone, clarinet
Matt Wessner, baritone saxophone

Trumpets
Woody Pierre Charlie Watson
Max DeForest Maddoc Johnson
Trombones
Jack English Julian Quinones
Aiden Coleman Jim Connolly
Rhythm
Longfei Li, piano Daniel Mayer, bass
Yingfan Su, guitar Carlo Kind, drums

Sam Newsome stands as a multifaceted figure in the world of jazz —a saxophonist,
music professor, and accomplished writer. In 2022, Newsome received the
prestigious Bronx BRIO Award for Instrumental Music and secured the title of
Soprano Saxophonist of the Year in the 14th Annual International Critics Polls. His
innovative voice has resonated in collaborations with notable artists such as Elliot
Sharpe, William Parker, Fay Victor, Daniel Carter, Joe Morris, and Dave Liebman.

Grammy nominated composer Mehmet Ali Sanlikol is a Jazz pianist, a multi-
instrumentalist, a singer, an ethnomusicologist as well as a full-time faculty member
at the New England Conservatory. Sanlikol was the recipient of numerous respected
awards including the South Arts Jazz Road Creative Residency Grant in 2021, The
Aaron Copland Fund for Music Grant twice in 2016 and 2020 as well as the New
Music USA Grant twice in 2020 and 2024. He has been praised by critics all over the
world for his unique, pluralist, multicultural and energetic musical voice.

Ken Schaphorst, a founding member of the Boston based Jazz Composers Alliance,
was awarded composition fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts in
1988 and 1991, the Wisconsin Arts Board in 1997, Meet the Composer Grants in 1987
and 1997, and was a Music Composition finalist in the Massachusetts Fellowship



Program in 1986. Since coming to NEC as chair of the Jazz Studies department in
2001, Schaphorst has directed the Jazz Orchestra in its performance of new music and
traditional big band repertoire.

Nasheet Waits’ interest in playing the drums was encouraged by his father,
legendary percussionist, Frederick Waits who performed with such legendary artists
as Ella Fitzgerald, Sonny Rollins, Max Roach, McCoy Tyner, and countless others. As
an originating member of pianist Jason Moran’s Bandwagon, Jason, bassist Tarus
Mateen and Nasheet have been deemed, “the most exciting rhythm section in jazz”
by JazzTimes. The 2001 recording Black Stars with the Bandwagon, featuring Sam
Rivers was named the “Best CD of 2001” by The New York Times.

Upcoming Concerts at NEC
Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert and ticketing information

Tuesday Night New Music
New music by NEC student composers, performed by their peers
Friday, February 28, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Burnes Hall

Yutong Sun, piano (AD)
Student of Alexander Korsantia and Dang Thai Son
Sunday, March 2, 2025, at 8:00 p.m., Jordan Hall

First Monday at Jordan Hall, Laurence Lesser, artistic director - 40t season
Works by Berio, Ravel, and Schubert
Monday, March 3, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Piano Department Concert, Bruce Brubaker, curator of piano programming
“Fauré and His Students”, Part Three
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Undergraduate Voice Showcase
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., Williams Hall

NEC Symphony, Hugh Wolff and Tianyi Ren ‘25 MM conductors

Wagner Prelude and Liebestod from Tristan and Isolde; Debussy Prélude a I'apres-midi
d’un faune; Kerr ("25 MM) Desolate Void, Ecstatic Flight; Elgar Enigma Variations
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall



Upcoming Concerts at NEC
—continued

NEC Symphonic Choir and Chamber Singers, Erica J. Washburn, conductor
“Voices of NEC” - competition-winning works by NEC alumni:

Berofsky Thou art my Lute; Bosba this is the garden; Cohen Street Haunting; Hahn I
Can’t Breathe; Oberoi Telescope; Rindfleisch Salmo de Alabanza; Siegfried One Heart;
Sussman Higaleh Nah; Yee-Paulson Song of Hope

Thursday, March 6, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Perkin Opera Scenes

Performances by graduate students in the NEC Opera Department
Thursday & Friday, March 6 & 7, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.,

Plimpton Shattuck Black Box Theatre

Jason Moran Residency Concert
Thursday, March 6, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Williams Hall

Coretta Scott King Tribute Concert: “One Soul. One Dream”
Co- curated by the NEC Black Student Union & Castle of Our Skins
Saturday, March 8, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Jordan Hall

Faculty Recital: Rachel Childers, French horn
Sunday, March 9, 2025 at 12:00 noon, Burnes Hall

Faculty Recital: Nima Janmohammadi and Davide Ianni
Monday, March 10, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Tuesday Night New Music
New music by NEC student composers, performed by their peers
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Brown Hall

Song and Verse 2: Songs of Schubert
Cameron Stowe, curator
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., Williams Hall

New Music Ensemble, Jacob Joyce, conductor

Gruber Charivari; Balch all around the sea blazes gold; Mazzoli These Worlds Within Us;
Saariaho Semafor; Wagner Limbic Fragments; Ligeti Romanian Concerto

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

Sonata Night 55, Pei-Shan Lee, director
Thursday, March 13, 2025 at 6:30 p.m., Burnes Hall



Support the future of music at NEC!

Your gift to The NEC Fund has a direct and immediate impact on student
scholarships, NEC’s world-class faculty, and a collaborative and innovative learning
environment rooted in the highest level of musical excellence.

Please consider making a gift to support NEC at necmusic.edu/givenow

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall,
and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.
Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;
contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room.
Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.
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https://necmusic.edu/give/make-a-gift/

How can you keep
the music playing?

Find out by visiting necmusic.edu/givenow.




Thank you to our generous
community of donors who
remain committed to elevating
the NEC experience and make
it possible for our students to
continue their artistic pursuits.
Every gift to The NEC Fund
supports all pillars of an NEC
education, from scholarship to
community engagement, to our
world-renowned faculty.

N‘E‘C



This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship
appeal between
July 1,2023 and
June 30, 2024.

President’s Circle

$100,000 +

Tom and Lisa Blumenthal

Kennett F. Burnes '22 hon. DM and Barbara Burnes
Blair and Jackie Hendrix

Harold . Pratt 17 hon. DM and Frances G. Pratt
David W. Scudder '03 hon. DM

$75,000 - $99,999
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation

$50,000 - $74,999

Carroll L. Cabot

Deborah Bennett Elfers '82

The Friese Foundation

Barbara Winter Glauber

Sene and Eric A. Gray

Kimberly and Brian McCaslin

Wendy Shattuck '75 and Samuel Plimpton
Carlos Zarate in memory of Raquel Zarate

$25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous

Nikolaos and Katherine Athanasiou

Anne and Samuel Bartlett

Enid L. Beal and Alan Wolfe

Willa C. and Taylor S. Bodman

Joseph Bower 18 hon. DM and Elizabeth Potter
Lise M. Olney and Timothy W. Fulham

George F. and Elsie Barnard Hodder Classical Music Fund
Anna and David Goldenheim

Edwin D. Graves, Jr.'87 MM

Elizabeth B. Johnson

Andrea Kalyn

Elizabeth and John M. Loder

Murray Metcalfe and Louise Burnham Packard
Ute and Patrick Prevost

Mattina R. Proctor Foundation

Margaret E. Richardson

Peter J. Ross

Sally Rubin and Arthur Applbaum

Margarita Rudyak

Michael and Susan T. Thonis

Alice Welch Tolley

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship
appeal between
July 1,2023 and
June 30, 2024.

Dean’s Circle

$15,000 - $24,999

Anonymous

Rebecca J. Bermont and Alexander D. Benik
Sukiand Miguel de Braganca

The Charisma Fund - Lucy R. Sprague Memorial
Downey Family Charitable Foundation
Uzochi and Erik Erlingsson

Robertand Jane Morse

Margaret and David Nichols

Joanne Zervas Sattley

Jennifer Maloney '88 and Peter Seka '88

S. Douglas Smith

Jackand Anne Vernon

Frances B. and Patrick S. Wilmerding

$10,000 - $14,999

Anonymous

Rumiko and Laurent Adamowicz

Gianluca Galloriand Allison Bailey

Peggy and Bruce Barter

Henry P. Becton

Ann Macy Beha and Robert A. Radloff

Leon-Diego Fernandez

Erika Franke and David Brown

Margaret L. Goodman

Hamilton and Mildred Kellogg Charitable Trust

Whitney Hatch

Helen G. Hauben Foundation

Eloise and Arthur Hodges

Jephson Educational Trusts

Kathleen and Matthew Kelly

Pamela Kohlberg and Curtis Greer

Laurence Lesser '00 hon. DM

Jane E. Manopoli

Melody L. McDonald "70 MM in memory of
Professor Jack McDonald

Katharine M. and Anthony D. Pell

Slocumb H. Perry

Allan G. Rodgers

Barbara E. and Edward M. Scolnick

Norton Q. and Sandy Sloan

Jacob A. Smith

The NEC Fund | New England Conservatory



Lee T. Sprague

The Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
Swanson Family Foundation

Daniel and Shera Mae Walker

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

The Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation

Wally and Roz Bernheimer

Debora L. Booth '78

Dr. H. Franklin and Elizabeth Bunn

Mei-Ann Chen

F. Lyman Clark Trust

John A. Clark'81 MM

Cogan Family Foundation

J.D.de Veer

Charles C. Ely Trust

Margaretta and Jerry Hausman

Samuel L. Hayes Il and Barbara L. Hayes
Elizabeth and Woody Ives

Saj-nicole Joni, Ph.D.

Diane Katzenberg Braun ‘01 MM and Peter Braun
Thomas Kearns

Justin and LeAnn Lindsey

Elizabeth I. Lintz '97 and John D. Kramer

Albert Mason

Kevin N. Moll'89 MM, trustee for the Marilyn S. Moll Charitable Trust
Morgan Palmer Foundation

Robert and Alexa Plenge

Helen C. Powell

Margaret D. Raymond Revocable Trust

Linda Reineman

Lee S.Ridgway '77 MM

Philip Rosenkranz

John C. Rutherford

Shrieking Meadow Foundation

Chad T. Smith '95, '98 MM and Bruce McCarthy
Madeleine H. Soren Trust

C. Winfield Swarr '62, '65 MM and Winifred B. Swarr
Ronald W. Takvorian

James L. Terry ‘93 hon. DM and Maude D. Terry
Lixiang Yao

Joan and Michael Yogg

Artiss D. Zacharias Charitable Trust

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship
appeal between
July 1,2023 and
June 30, 2024.

Leadership Circle

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous, in memory of Helen Kwan
Chris Bartel

Laura L. Bell ‘85 and Robert Schultz
Ferdinando Buonanno

Renée M. and Lee Burns

Wha Kyung Byun '74 and Russell Shermant
Paul C. and Virginia C. Cabot Charitable Trust
Cedar Tree Foundation

Catherine Tan Chan

Lluis Claret

Gloria dePasquale '71,'73 MM
Joanne W. Dickinson

Melinda Donovan

Yukiko Egozy ‘01 and Eran Egozy
Nancy Gade and James Curto

David Gaylin '76 MM and Karen Gaylin
Mary J. Greer

Carol T. Henderson

Douglas Hires '80

Vandana and Shankar Jagannathan
A. Diehl Jenkins

Theodore N. Luu

Andre J. Messier

Richard K. Nichols

Louise Oremland

Fernande and George Raine

David J. Reider ‘89 MM and Gail Harris
Ted Reinert

James and Yuki Renwick

Anne Rippy Turtle

Robert L. Rosiello

Ann M. Bajart and John A. Schemmer
Vivian K. and Lionel B. Spiro

Eliza and Timothy Sullivan

Charles and Rae Terpenning

Neil L. and Kathleen Thompson
Michael Trach and Lisa Manning
David J. Varnerin

Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust

The NEC Fund | New England Conservatory



$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous (4)

Beverly Achki

Alexandra Ackerman

Jeff and Keiko Alexander

Lawson P. Allen

Lindsay M. Miller and Peter W. Ambler
Vivian Pyle and Tony Anemone
Sunny L. Arata

Michelle A. Ashford

Deniz C. Ince and Clinton Bajakian '87
John and Molly Beard

Joan Bentinck-Smith

Clark and Susana Bernard

Miriam Fried and Paul Biss

Peter Boberg and Sunwoo Kahng
Allison Boehret Soderstrom

Charles and Julia Bolton

Brenda S. Bruce '66 MM

Lisa Z. Burke and Edward L. Burke
Richard Burnes, Jr.

Barbara and Richard Burwen

Katie and Paul Buttenwieser

The Edmund & Betsy Cabot Charitable Foundation
John Carey

Jenny Chang

Andy Chen

Chris and Denise Chisholm

Vernice Van Ham Cohen

Nathaniel S. and Catherine Coolidge
Dr. John J. Curtis

Brit d'Arbeloff

Gene and Lloyd Dahmen

David F. Dietz

Deborah C. and Timothy W. Diggins
Cole Dutcher

Richard B. Earle '76 and Alison M. Earle
Peter C. Erichsen and David R. Palumb
Andrew J. Falender '92 hon. DM and Jacquelyn A. Lenth
Ellen Feingold

Corinne and Tim Ferguson

Edwin G. Fischer

Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



Marjorie and Lawrence Franko
Daniel P. Friedman

Garth and Lindsay Greimann
Marjorie P. and Nicholas P. Greville
Janice Guilbault

Stella M. Hammond

Dena Hardymon

Gardner C. Hendrie/The Fannie Cox Foundation
Julie and Bayard Henry

Eric Hoover

Michael C. Hutchinson ‘01 and Laura Hutchinson
F. Gardner and Pamela Jackson
Thomas R. Jackson

Hongyu Jiang and Xiaojun Li
Esther P. Kaplan

Susan Katzenberg

Raymond Kelleher

Sunwha M. Kim '70 and Kee H. Lee
Nancy Kim

Shirish and Paula Korde

Andrew M. Carter and Renée Krimsier Carter '78,'80 MM
Dr. Eng-Hwi and Sew-Leong Kwa
Paul LaFerriere

Christopher and Laura Lindop
James Mackey

Thomas W. Malone

Ruth Shefer and Earl S. Marmar
Eugene B. Meyer

Kyra Montagu

Jacqueline C. Morby

Richard P. and Claire W. Morse
Wanda J. and Ronald R. Mourant
Jo Ann Neusner

David and Elly Newbower

Cindy J. Null and Robert Goodof
Carol Burchard O'Hare

This list reflects Violet Ohanasian

thoste't\;mtodt Susan W. Paine

contributed to -

The NEC Fund Naimish Patel . . . .
The Plumb Family Fund of the Maine Community Foundation

and our annual }

scholarship Donna M. Regis '79

appeal between Julie H. Reveley '78 MM and Robert J. Reveley

July 1,2023 and
June 30, 2024.

The NEC Fund | New England Conservatory



Anne R.and James V. Righter

Jill Roff

Joshua Roseman

Michael and Karen Rotenberg
Stuart Rowe

Susan K. Ruf

Dr. Frank M. Sacks

Rebecca B. and Preston H. Saunders
Drs. Richard and Mary Scott

Carol P. Searle

Aviva Selling

Pedro Sifre and Caroline Fitzgerald
Karl Sims

Eve E. Slater

Judi Smolinski

Peter Solomon

Benjamin Sosland

Emilie D. Steele

Daniel Stern and Deborah Nadel
The Helena Segy Foundation

M. Sternweiler

Stephen L. Symchych

Thomas W. Thaler

James and Deb Thomas

Jane Wen Tsuang '86 and Jason Warner
Dr. Joseph B. Twichell

Monte Wallace

Robert Weisskoff and Ann Marie Lindquist
Edward B. White

Thomas A. Wilkins ‘82 MM
Elizabeth and Bill Leatherman

Elsie and Patrick Wilmerding
Judith Kogan and Hugh Wolff
Heather Woods

Janet Wu

Allan Yudacufski

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



Corporate Partners

$25,000 +
The Hamilton Company Charitable Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis

$15,000 - $24,999
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Loews Corporation

$10,000 - $14,999
AECOM Tishman

Eastern Bank

PwC

Strategic Investment Group

$5,000 - $9,999

Dewey Square Group
East Meets West Catering
Eaton Vance

M. Steinert & Sons

NFP

$2,500 - $4,999

Aptiv

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Carriage House Violins
Clarion Associates, Inc.
Fiducient Advisors
Jenzabar

Nutter

USENTRA Security
Wessling Architects, PLLC
$1,000- $2,499

Brown Advisory

Collegiate Press Co.
EMCOR Services Northeast

Encore Tours
This list reflects HUB International New England
those who Isaacson, Miller
contributed to Sweetwater Sound
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship

appeal between
July 1,2023 and
June 30, 2024.

The NEC Fund | New England Conservatory
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