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John Mallia 

(b. 1968) 

Dodo (2009) 

  

  TJ Borden, cello 

  John Mallia, electronics 

 

 

Nima Janmohammadi 

(b. 1984) 

solo setar performance (2025) 

World Premiere 

  

  Nima Janmohammadi, setar 

 

 

Stratis Minakakis 

(b. 1979) 

 

 

Phoni Avras Leptis (2022) 

  I. 

  II. 

  III.   

  IV.  

  

  TJ Borden, cello 

  Jihye Chang, piano 

 

 

Intermission 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Davide Ianni 

 

Impromptu nel vuoto (2024) 

  Il respiro dei vasi 

  Ludi Tinnitus 

  I giardini di Larsen 

  

  Davide Ianni, electronics 

 

 
Anthony Coleman 

(b. 1955) 

The Worms Are In Their Brains (2019) 

  

  Philip Rawlinson, viola 

 

  
Sid Richardson 

(b. 1987) 

Rock Garden (2020) 

  

  Shengyu Cui, flute 

  Yufei Wu, flute, piccolo 

  Annie Jung, oboe 

  Katherine Filiss, oboe, English horn 

  Chasity Thompson, clarinet 

  Carla Fortmann, clarinet, bass clarinet 

  Owen Schigiel, bassoon  

  Daniel Arakaki, bassoon, contrabassoon 

  Noah Hawryluck, Grace Clarke, French horn 

  Timothy Ren, conductor 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Composers’ Series concerts 

 

 

Arthur Berger Memorial Concert 

Sid Richardson, curator  

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

 

DMA Composer Showcase 

Sid Richardson, curator 

Thursday, March 27, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 
 

 

Malcolm Peyton Composer-in-Residence Concert 

Sid Richardson, curator 

Ingrid Laubrock and Ikue Mori, composers 
Thursday, May 1, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 



 

Mallia     Dodo 

Dodo (2009) was written at the kind request of Julia Werntz for the occasion of the 

Boston Microtonal Society’s 20th anniversary. The piece was composed for cellist 

David Russell, who has performed the piece several times. 

 The year before, during a visit to New York City’s Museum of Natural History, 

while my 6-year-old son William was spending time looking at the expertly stuffed 

tigers, the skeleton of a dodo bird that happened to be housed in the same large glass 

case caught my attention. I was reminded of the sad story of the extinct bird, and 

decided to treat it as the subject of a musical composition. The microtonal melodic 

lines used in the piece are characterized, alternately, by slow micro-descents and 

striving, angular lines that tend toward ascent but fail to reach a clear goal. The 

electronic component includes sounds coaxed from a rare, and injured, vintage 

Buchla synthesizer.                       – John Mallia 

 

Janmohammadi    solo setar performance 

In solo setar performance, I draw upon two recordings: Ascenseur pour l'échafaud by 

Miles Davis and a collaboration between two of the most prominent masters of 

Indian music, Ustad Vilayat khan (on Sitar) and Ustad Bismillah khan (on Shehnai), 

in Rag Bhairavi.   

 I attained a conscious understanding of these recordings by studying the  

temporal densities, the weight and timbre of individual notes, the use of space and 

distance between notes, segments and melodies, the harmonic, heterophonic and 

polyphonic layers, the internal energies of gestures and the varied forms of repetition 

these masters employ. I then learned to play them, immersing myself in a labyrinth of 

infinite melodic motion, breathing the same air they have breathed. Lastly, I brought 

these “Affects,” these “Moods,” to the possibilities and limitations of my own 

instrument, the Setar, which naturally brings them into dialogue with the realm of 

Persian classical music.      – Nima Janmohammadi 

 

Minakakis     Phoni Avras Leptis 

Phoni Avras Leptis was inspired by a passage in the biblical Book of Kings, as it was 

translated into Greek in the Septuagint. The translated passage, notably a little 

different from the original Hebrew, describes the revelation of God to Prophet Elijah 

in the form of “a voice of a delicate breeze”: 

 

11. …and behold a great strong wind destroying the mountains and crushing the 

rocks before the Lord: but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind a mighty 

earthquake: but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 

12. and after the earthquake a fire: but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire 

a voice of a delicate breeze: and the Lord was there. 

(Third Book of Kings, 19:11-12, trans. from the Greek by Stratis Minakakis) 

 

The images of a strong wind, an earthquake, and a fire appear in a sonic vortex that 

centers around the image of the “gentle breeze.”         – Stratis Minakakis 



 

Ianni     Impromptu nel vuoto 

Impromptu nel vuoto is a fixed-media composition that explores the interplay between 

minimal sonic elements and diverse resonating spaces. Utilizing breath and keyclicks 

as primary materials, the piece is structured into three continuous movements—'Il 

respiro dei vasi,' 'Ludi Tinnitus,' and 'I giardini di Larsen.' 

  Throughout the work, live electronics are employed to enhance the sonic 

landscape, guiding listeners through a progression of increasingly intricate and 

articulated spaces. These spaces serve as active agents, filtering and shaping the sonic 

materials, while also adding depth through reverberation and facilitating polyphonic 

interactions. 

  Impromptu nel vuoto invites audiences to delve into the nuanced relationship  

between sonic elements and the spaces they inhabit.                 – Davide Ianni 

 

Coleman     The Worms Are In Their Brains 

The Worms Are in Their Brains was written in 2019 for violist Joanna Mattrey. The title 

comes from the film Slither. And Slither was the original title of this piece, but it felt a 

little too obviously descriptive. I’m not a particular fan of the film, but I knew it 

would have something to offer, so I watched a few videos until I found this 

incredible line. There is slithering, but not only…the piece has something to do with 

discovery and inexorability.              – Anthony Coleman 

 

Richardson     Rock Garden 

The primary inspiration for Rock Garden is the ancient Japanese art of dry landscape 

gardens, or karesansui. I find that the static energy implied by the relationship of 

stones to one another in these Zen gardens can be related to disparate musical  

objects. As the stones each possess a beauty of edges and lines, they in turn have 

evoked various rhythms, harmonies, and timbres in this piece for double woodwind 

quintet. I was particularly intrigued by the numerical rhythm of the garden of 

Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto. Based on the series 7-5-3, the garden’s composition reflects 

the propitious nature of uneven numbers in Eastern numerology. Due to its being 

situated in the middle of the first nine numbers, the number 5 is accorded special 

significance as a symbol of the center. With the piece’s proportions and rhythms 

derived from the uneven number series, the layout of the fifteen rocks of the Ryoanji 

garden permeates its formal structure on several levels. Rock Garden draws on other 

influences, including the play The Rock Garden by Sam Shepard, John Cage’s Ryonaji, 

and the music of The Smashing Pumpkins. It was commissioned by the Tanglewood 

Music Center and premiered on July 9, 2022, in Studio E in the Linde Center for 

Music and Learning. It was made possible in part with the support of The Hermitage 

Artist Retreat. Rock Garden is dedicated with gratitude to my mentor, composer 

Stephen Jaffe.                  – Sid Richardson 

 
 

 



 

Upcoming Concerts at NEC 
Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert and ticketing information 

 
Jazz/CMA Faculty Spotlight 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

Joshua Brown, violin (AD ‘26) 

Student of Donald Weilerstein 

Friday, January 24, 2025, at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 
NEC Philharmonia, David Loebel, conductor 
Singleton 56 Blows; Mozart Symphony No. 38, “Prague”; 
Hindemith Mathis der Maler Symphony 
Monday, January 27, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

Tuesday Night New Music 

New music by NEC student composers, performed by their peers 
Tuesday. January 28, 2025 at 8:00 p.m., Brown Hall 

 
NEC Symphony, Paul Biss, conductor 
Verdi Overture to ”La forza del destino”; Sibelius Impromptu 
Mozart Concerto in B-flat Major for Bassoon and Orchestra, Heejeong Jeong, bassoon 

Mendelssohn Symphony No. 4 in A Major, “Italian” 

Wednesday, January 29, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

Faculty Recital: Joel Ayau, piano, and Jennifer Zetlan, soprano 

Works by Mussorgsky, Rachmaninoff, Turina, Fauré, Ravel, 
and Ricky Ian Gordon 
Sunday, February 2, 2025 at 3:00 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 
Opera: Mozart “Così fan tutte” 
Robert Tweten, director 
Monday & Wednesday, February 3 & 5, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 

Piano Department Concert, Bruce Brubaker, curator of piano programming  
“Fauré and His Students”, Part One 
Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall 

 
Sonata Night 54, Pei-Shan Lee, director 
Sonatas for Clarinet and Piano 
Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 6:30 p.m., Burnes Hall 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the future of music at NEC!  

Your gift to The NEC Fund has a direct and immediate impact on student 

scholarships, NEC’s world-class faculty, and a collaborative and innovative learning 

environment rooted in the highest level of musical excellence.  

Please consider making a gift to support NEC at necmusic.edu/givenow 
 
 

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall, 

and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.  

Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;  

contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room. 

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.  

 

Stay connected         

 

 
 

necmusic.edu/tonight 

https://necmusic.edu/give/make-a-gift/


Welcome 
to NEC!
I am thrilled to share New England Conservatory’s 
2024-25 concert season—a celebration of the 
power of music to connect and inspire one another.

Whether you are seated in one of our concert 
halls or watching online, we hope you are uplifted 
by the performances of our students, faculty, and 
guest artists.

Above all, we thank you for your support of our 
students as they cultivate their artistry and 
contribute to the world through music. 

Andrea Kalyn 
President



How can you keep 
the music playing?

Find out by visiting necmusic.edu/givenow.



Thank you to our generous 
community of donors who 
remain committed to elevating 
the NEC experience and make 
it possible for our students to 
continue their artistic pursuits. 
Every gift to The NEC Fund 
supports all pillars of an NEC 
education, from scholarship to 
community engagement, to our 
world-renowned faculty.



President’s Circle
$100,000 +
Tom and Lisa Blumenthal
Kennett F. Burnes ’22 hon. DM and Barbara Burnes
Blair and Jackie Hendrix
Harold I. Pratt ’17 hon. DM and Frances G. Pratt
David W. Scudder ’03 hon. DM

$75,000 - $99,999
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation

$50,000 - $74,999
Carroll L. Cabot
Deborah Bennett Elfers ’82
The Friese Foundation
Barbara Winter Glauber
Sene and Eric A. Gray
Kimberly and Brian McCaslin
Wendy Shattuck ’75 and Samuel Plimpton
Carlos Zarate in memory of Raquel Zarate

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Nikolaos and Katherine Athanasiou
Anne and Samuel Bartlett
Enid L. Beal and Alan Wolfe
Willa C. and Taylor S. Bodman
Joseph Bower ’18 hon. DM and Elizabeth Potter
Lise M. Olney and Timothy W. Fulham
George F. and Elsie Barnard Hodder Classical Music Fund
Anna and David Goldenheim
Edwin D. Graves, Jr. ’87 MM
Elizabeth B. Johnson
Andrea Kalyn
Elizabeth and John M. Loder
Murray Metcalfe and Louise Burnham Packard
Ute and Patrick Prevost
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
Margaret E. Richardson
Peter J. Ross
Sally Rubin and Arthur Applbaum
Margarita Rudyak
Michael and Susan T. Thonis
Alice Welch Tolley

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.

New England Conservatory  |  The NEC Fund



Dean’s Circle
$15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Rebecca J. Bermont and Alexander D. Benik
Suki and Miguel de Bragança
The Charisma Fund – Lucy R. Sprague Memorial
Downey Family Charitable Foundation
Uzochi and Erik Erlingsson
Robert and Jane Morse
Margaret and David Nichols
Joanne Zervas Sattley
Jennifer Maloney ’88 and Peter Seka ’88
S. Douglas Smith
Jack and Anne Vernon
Frances B. and Patrick S. Wilmerding

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous
Rumiko and Laurent Adamowicz
Gianluca Gallori and Allison Bailey
Peggy and Bruce Barter
Henry P. Becton
Ann Macy Beha and Robert A. Radloff
Leon-Diego Fernandez
Erika Franke and David Brown
Margaret L. Goodman
Hamilton and Mildred Kellogg Charitable Trust
Whitney Hatch
Helen G. Hauben Foundation
Eloise and Arthur Hodges
Jephson Educational Trusts
Kathleen and Matthew Kelly
Pamela Kohlberg and Curtis Greer
Laurence Lesser ’00 hon. DM
Jane E. Manopoli
Melody L. McDonald ’70 MM in memory of 

Professor Jack McDonald
Katharine M. and Anthony D. Pell
Slocumb H. Perry
Allan G. Rodgers
Barbara E. and Edward M. Scolnick
Norton Q. and Sandy Sloan
Jacob A. Smith

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Lee T. Sprague
The Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
Swanson Family Foundation
Daniel and Shera Mae Walker

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
The Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Wally and Roz Bernheimer
Debora L. Booth ’78
Dr. H. Franklin and Elizabeth Bunn
Mei-Ann Chen
F. Lyman Clark Trust
John A. Clark ’81 MM
Cogan Family Foundation
J. D. de Veer
Charles C. Ely Trust
Margaretta and Jerry Hausman
Samuel L. Hayes III and Barbara L. Hayes
Elizabeth and Woody Ives
Saj-nicole Joni, Ph.D.
Diane Katzenberg Braun ’01 MM and Peter Braun
Thomas Kearns
Justin and LeAnn Lindsey
Elizabeth I. Lintz ’97 and John D. Kramer
Albert Mason
Kevin N. Moll ’89 MM, trustee for the Marilyn S. Moll Charitable Trust
Morgan Palmer Foundation
Robert and Alexa Plenge
Helen C. Powell
Margaret D. Raymond Revocable Trust
Linda Reineman
Lee S. Ridgway ’77 MM
Philip Rosenkranz
John C. Rutherford
Shrieking Meadow Foundation
Chad T. Smith ’95, ’98 MM and Bruce McCarthy
Madeleine H. Soren Trust
C. Winfield Swarr ’62, ’65 MM and Winifred B. Swarr
Ronald W. Takvorian
James L. Terry ’93 hon. DM and Maude D. Terry
Lixiang Yao
Joan and Michael Yogg
Artiss D. Zacharias Charitable Trust
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Leadership Circle 
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous, in memory of Helen Kwan
Chris Bartel
Laura L. Bell ’85 and Robert Schultz
Ferdinando Buonanno
Renée M. and Lee Burns
Wha Kyung Byun ’74 and Russell Sherman†
Paul C. and Virginia C. Cabot Charitable Trust
Cedar Tree Foundation
Catherine Tan Chan
Lluís Claret
Gloria dePasquale ’71, ’73 MM
Joanne W. Dickinson
Melinda Donovan
Yukiko Egozy ’01 and Eran Egozy
Nancy Gade and James Curto
David Gaylin ’76 MM and Karen Gaylin
Mary J. Greer
Carol T. Henderson
Douglas Hires ’80
Vandana and Shankar Jagannathan
A. Diehl Jenkins
Theodore N. Luu
Andre J. Messier
Richard K. Nichols
Louise Oremland
Fernande and George Raine
David J. Reider ’89 MM and Gail Harris
Ted Reinert
James and Yuki Renwick
Anne Rippy Turtle
Robert L. Rosiello
Ann M. Bajart and John A. Schemmer
Vivian K. and Lionel B. Spiro
Eliza and Timothy Sullivan
Charles and Rae Terpenning
Neil L. and Kathleen Thompson
Michael Trach and Lisa Manning
David J. Varnerin
Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (4)
Beverly Achki
Alexandra Ackerman
Jeff and Keiko Alexander
Lawson P. Allen
Lindsay M. Miller and Peter W. Ambler
Vivian Pyle and Tony Anemone
Sunny L. Arata
Michelle A. Ashford
Deniz C. Ince and Clinton Bajakian ’87
John and Molly Beard
Joan Bentinck-Smith
Clark and Susana Bernard
Miriam Fried and Paul Biss
Peter Boberg and Sunwoo Kahng
Allison Boehret Soderstrom
Charles and Julia Bolton
Brenda S. Bruce ’66 MM
Lisa Z. Burke and Edward L. Burke
Richard Burnes, Jr.
Barbara and Richard Burwen
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser
The Edmund & Betsy Cabot Charitable Foundation
John Carey
Jenny Chang
Andy Chen
Chris and Denise Chisholm
Vernice Van Ham Cohen
Nathaniel S. and Catherine Coolidge
Dr. John J. Curtis
Brit d’Arbeloff
Gene and Lloyd Dahmen
David F. Dietz
Deborah C. and Timothy W. Diggins
Cole Dutcher
Richard B. Earle ’76 and Alison M. Earle
Peter C. Erichsen and David R. Palumb
Andrew J. Falender ’92 hon. DM and Jacquelyn A. Lenth
Ellen Feingold
Corinne and Tim Ferguson
Edwin G. Fischer
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
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Marjorie and Lawrence Franko
Daniel P. Friedman
Garth and Lindsay Greimann
Marjorie P. and Nicholas P. Greville
Janice Guilbault
Stella M. Hammond
Dena Hardymon
Gardner C. Hendrie/The Fannie Cox Foundation
Julie and Bayard Henry
Eric Hoover
Michael C. Hutchinson ’01 and Laura Hutchinson
F. Gardner and Pamela Jackson
Thomas R. Jackson
Hongyu Jiang and Xiaojun Li
Esther P. Kaplan
Susan Katzenberg
Raymond Kelleher
Sunwha M. Kim ’70 and Kee H. Lee
Nancy Kim
Shirish and Paula Korde
Andrew M. Carter and Renée Krimsier Carter ’78, ’80 MM
Dr. Eng-Hwi and Sew-Leong Kwa
Paul LaFerriere
Christopher and Laura Lindop
James Mackey
Thomas W. Malone
Ruth Shefer and Earl S. Marmar
Eugene B. Meyer
Kyra Montagu
Jacqueline C. Morby
Richard P. and Claire W. Morse
Wanda J. and Ronald R. Mourant
Jo Ann Neusner
David and Elly Newbower
Cindy J. Null and Robert Goodof
Carol Burchard O’Hare
Violet Ohanasian
Susan W. Paine
Naimish Patel
The Plumb Family Fund of the Maine Community Foundation
Donna M. Regis ’79
Julie H. Reveley ’78 MM and Robert J. Reveley

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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Anne R. and James V. Righter
Jill Roff
Joshua Roseman
Michael and Karen Rotenberg
Stuart Rowe
Susan K. Ruf
Dr. Frank M. Sacks
Rebecca B. and Preston H. Saunders
Drs. Richard and Mary Scott
Carol P. Searle
Aviva Selling
Pedro Sifre and Caroline Fitzgerald
Karl Sims
Eve E. Slater
Judi Smolinski
Peter Solomon
Benjamin Sosland
Emilie D. Steele
Daniel Stern and Deborah Nadel
The Helena Segy Foundation
M. Sternweiler
Stephen L. Symchych
Thomas W. Thaler
James and Deb Thomas
Jane Wen Tsuang ’86 and Jason Warner
Dr. Joseph B. Twichell
Monte Wallace
Robert Weisskoff and Ann Marie Lindquist
Edward B. White
Thomas A. Wilkins ’82 MM
Elizabeth and Bill Leatherman
Elsie and Patrick Wilmerding
Judith Kogan and Hugh Wolff
Heather Woods
Janet Wu
Allan Yudacufski
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Corporate Partners
$25,000 + 
The Hamilton Company Charitable Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis

$15,000 - $24,999 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Loews Corporation

$10,000 - $14,999
AECOM Tishman
Eastern Bank
PwC
Strategic Investment Group

$5,000 - $9,999
Dewey Square Group
East Meets West Catering
Eaton Vance
M. Steinert & Sons
NFP

$2,500 - $4,999
Aptiv
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
Carriage House Violins
Clarion Associates, Inc.
Fiducient Advisors
Jenzabar
Nutter
USENTRA Security
Wessling Architects, PLLC

$1,000- $2,499
Brown Advisory
Collegiate Press Co.
EMCOR Services Northeast
Encore Tours
HUB International New England
Isaacson, Miller
Sweetwater Sound

This list reflects 
those who 
contributed to 
The NEC Fund 
and our annual 
scholarship 
appeal between 
July 1, 2023 and 
June 30, 2024.
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