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T-0 to TAKEOFF

WELCOME NEC CLASS OF 2024!
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 Editor’s Note

To Our Readers, 

We’re just a few weeks into a new school year and hope 
that everyone is getting into the groove of the semester. 
While it feels like we are all on our own lonely planets, re-
member that this is a year for exploration and excitement 
as we pioneer new pathways in music performance and 
education. 
In this issue, we feature several NEC clubs that are waiting 
for you with open arms.  Please ponder them and remem-
ber there is a place in our community for everybody. 
We want to thank those who contributed to this issue, 
and with nothing but space between us, remember to 
check in with friends and colleagues who are far away so 
we can keep our constellations intact.  

Caroline & Madeleine
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CLUBS at NEC

06
Adventure Club

08 
Asian Student Association 

10
Environmental Club

12

Nobodies Poetry Club

14

SAGE

16 

BSU

BECOME A CLUB MEMBER!
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ADVENTURE CLUB
vblwtyui

If you are interested, please contact 
kyle.quarles@necmusic.edu 

If you’re interested in 
exercise or getting outdoors with other 

NEC students, consider joining the 
NEC Outing Club! 

Join us for a socially distanced and health 
conscious outings! 

Previous events included rock-climbing, 
nature walks, and hikes. 

We are always looking for input for new ac-
tivities and trips. 

All events are free for 
current NEC students. 

JOIN ADVENTURE CLUB 
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ASIAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Q: Who are ASA and 
what’s it for?

A: ASA is a group run 
by and for NEC stu-
dents. It was found-
ed in 2018 with the 
aim to promote closer 
communication between 
the domestic and in-
ternational students, 
as well as to remain 
a source of support 
and advocacy for the 
Asian students at 
NEC.

Q: Are ASA events 
open to all students 
at NEC?

A: Yes! Through all 
kinds of cultural 
events, festival cel-
ebrations, as well as 
movies and food shar-
ing, we invite ev-
eryone to come learn 
about the rich his-
tories and cultures 
of Asia, and to edu-
cate ourselves on the 
Asian diaspora.

Q: What are some highlights 
of past events held by ASA?

A: One of our major events 
every year is the lunar new 
year celebration, a tradi-
tional festival that is sig-
nificant for almost all Asian 
cultures. In last year’s 
celebration, we had various 
kinds of traditional cul-
tural activities such as pa-
per-cutting, lantern riddles, 
calligraphy, and also a lion 
dance performance at the SLPC 
lobby. Our other events in-
clude concerts of Asian/Asian 
inspired music, movie watch-
ing, along with DIY sushi and 
dumpling nights.

Q: How can I connect to ASA?

A: We share about our events 
on our Facebook (@necmusica-
sa) and Instagram accounts (@
necasian). Our email address 
is asa.necmusic@gmail.com.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

 
 
 
 

 
 

Reach out to 
catherine.byrne@necmusic.edu 

to become a core NECO team member! 
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A club dedicated to creating 
spoken word performances that 

combines music and poetry to 
provide an outlet for discovery, 

conversation, and creativity.

CONTACT

Caroline Jesalva 
nobodiespoetryclub.nec@gmail.

com

BLOG

https://nobodiespoetryclub.
wordpress.com/

UPCOMING EVENTS

conNECt! Virtual Concert
October 30th
8 - 10 pm EDT
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for 
sage 
meetings 
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THANK YOU FOR FLYING 
WITH US ON OUR CLUB 

TOUR

COME BACK SOON!



18 19

WELCOME 
FROM 
DEAN 

NICK TATAR

Welcome back NEC students! 

We are so excited to have you back and 
to get the school year started.
 While this year will be unlike others, 
I sincerely look forward to seeing your 
faces and hearing your music. When I 
think back on my own college experienc-
es, I often find myself thinking about the 
friendships that were formed outside of 
the classroom and the deep connections I 
enjoyed with faculty and staff. In the 
days ahead, I sincerely hope you find 
ways to get out behind email and posts 
on social media to “see” each other. 
Whether you’re meeting over zoom to 
talk about relationships, or your head-
ing out to meet for take-out lunch on 
Huntington Ave to talk about the Celtics, 
I sincerely hope you find ways to stay 
connected by engaging with our student 
clubs and organizations, including new 
groups such as the Penguin Pals (a play 
on pen pals) which aims to connect stu-
dents from around the world.

Stay safe and ‘see’ you soon!

N E C
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10 Questions
with President Andrea Kalyn

What advice would you tell your freshman college 
self?
- Participate in things that are uncomfortable for 
you, and don’t be afraid 
to get things wrong—the whole point of college is 
learning.

What is your favorite college memory?
-Oh, so many small, silly moments that led to deep 
and long-lasting friendships. Some of the most im-
portant people in my life I met at my undergrad 
school…

What’s your go-to restaurant in Boston?
-not a restaurant, per se, but I live above a Tatte, so 
that is a go-to on Sunday mornings…. 

Favorite piece of music?
-Rite of Spring, hands down. 

What’s your go-to coffee order?
-tall americano with one pump of white mocha 

Do you have any pets? 
-yes! a 7-year-old sheltie named Elsie.

If you could have dinner with three people (dead 
or currently living), who would it be?

-oh, that depends on the day. But currently: 
Barack and Michelle Obama; Brahms; RBG; Neil 

deGrasse Tyson. I know that’s five, sorry. 

What’s your favorite fall activity?
-back to school :)

If you could play any instrument besides your 
own, what would it be and why?

-Cello—because it’s a stunningly beautiful instru-
ment, with fabulous rep.  

What are you looking forward to the most this 
coming year? 

- I am sooo looking forward to hearing music 
wafting from the practice rooms again! But more 

substantively, I’m excited about the really im-
portant work we have to do together—to create 

transformative musical and academic experienc-
es and to build cultural equity and belonging.  

But the thing I’m looking forward to the most is 
the point when we can all be together again.  

10 Questions
with 

Provost Tom Novak

What advice would you tell your freshman college 
self?  
-  It’s good to work hard, but be willing to explore 
subjects that you don’t know, be curious.

What is your favorite college memory?  
-  That’s a tough one - I have 2 very different ones: 
playing Beethoven Symphony #9 in my first year 
and discovering deep dish pizza (even though I’m 
from the Chicago suburbs, my 1st year at North-
western was my introduction to Carmens pizza.

What’s your go-to restaurant in Boston?  
- I like many restaurants in Boston, but Mida on 
Mass Ave and Tremont is one of my favorites. 

Favorite piece of music?   
- Very tough - probably Rite of Spring

What’s your go-to coffee order?   
= Dark Roast coffee or cappuccino

Do you have any pets?  Unfortunately, not.

If you could have dinner with three people (dead 
or currently living), who would it be?
-  It’s hard to choose, but I’d say Mahatma Gandhi, 
Leontyne Price, and Wolfgang A. Mozart

What’s your favorite fall activity? 
  I have been going for a lot more walks in the past 
6 months, and I live just a few blocks from Jamai-
ca Pond, so I’m looking forward to continuing that 
when the leaves change.

If you could play any instrument besides your 
own, what would it be and why? 
 I love listening to singers, so I think that I’d 
choose to be a vocalist.

What are you looking forward to the most this 
coming year?  
 I’m really looking forward to seeing faculty and 
students, at a socially safe distance of course, 
after so many months of isolation from our 
community. 



22 23

Caption Contest! 

Send us your captions for this picture 
on Instagram @thepenguin 
and we will feature the winner in our next issue! 
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YOUR VIRTUAL RESIDENT ASSISTANTS

 

Hi! My name is Ayano Nakamura, I’m going to 
be a sophomore this year and I’m a viola perfor-
mance major. I chose to come to NEC because of 
the amazing faculty/community here. I became an 
RA because I want to help students have the easiest 
transition from home to college and be able to give 
back to the community that made my first year so 
great in the ResHall. I love to travel to new coun-
tries and hiking (especially in the fall). One piece 
of advice I have to make the most out of your NEC 
experience is to always push yourself to meet new 
people and try new things! It’s really easy to find a 
couple of people at the beginning of the year and 
stick with them, but I think you’ll make a lot more 
memories and have unique experiences if you don’t 
limit yourself to specific people and reach out to 
as many people as you can at the beginning of the 
year. You can always reach me @ayano.alicia and 
I’m excited to get to know everyone!

Hi! I’m Andrew Shield, and I’m a guitar player 
studying jazz performance. I’ll be going into my 
junior year of my bachelor’s degree. I’m super 
happy to be at NEC because of all the awesome 
students that just rock their instruments and the 
faculty that are at the top of their game! I’m very 
excited to be an RA again this year. It was a life 
changing experience (for the better) last year 
and I can’t wait to get to know each of the (vir-
tual) residents this year. Fun(ish) Fact: There’s a 
place similar to Medieval Times in Tennessee, 
but it’s a southern version. I got to partake as an 
audience member and won a relay race. Also if 
there’s anyone out there that likes to juggle, let’s 
grab a mask and trade tricks on a lawn. Studying 
at NEC can let you be as specific as you want to 
be in your studies but make sure to also im-
merse yourself in a little bit of everything. Don’t 
box yourself in with the music you play or listen 
to. Lots of people are ready and eager to share 
vast amounts of knowledge. I hope y’all have a 
great year!

BEHOLD...
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My name is Dan McGee, and I’m in my Senior year 
at NEC. 

Some fun facts about me are…. 
Favorite Snack: Fruit
Favorite TV Show: The Office
Favorite Movie: Parasite
Favorite Music Genres: Indie Music
Favorite Place in Boston: The Charles River

My friends and family would describe me as an 
outgoing, people-person. For fun, I like to trade 
stock, coding, and read. To focus on self-care and 
stress-relief, I really enjoy going on walks and lis-
tening to music.

Hi! My name Is Greg! I am in my second year 
of my Undergraduate studies. I study Classical 
Performance and my Primary Instrument is 
the Double Bass. I chose NEC because it was 
a perfect fit for me. The first thing I thought of 
when I arrived was how everyone was treated 
like family. In addition to that, the Faculty and 
Staff are amazing! Not to mention that the BSO 
is right across the street! I chose to be an RA 
because I really love being there for people, and 
helping everyone. I want to make sure everyone 
feels safe and comfortable at all times, espe-
cially during these times where we face lots of 
adversity. I would like everyone to take on any 
opportunities that come their way. This school 
is thriving with them. Do not let the Pandemic
tear down what you have. Use it to reinvent and 
to become the most successful person you can 
be. Music is the gateway to happiness, and we 
should continue sharing our stories through our 
music.
IG Handle: @greg_the_bassist

Hello! My name is Noah Kelly, and I am so excited 
to return the RA position this year virtually! I am a 
rising third year undergraduate CI major, and I play 
the violin and mandolin. I chose to attend NEC for 
a variety of reasons. As a former Prep student, I was 
a part of this wonderful community for twelve years, 
so it is essentially where I grew up! Not only have I 
made very special relationships over the years, but I 
have had the opportunity to study with world class 
faculty. I became an RA for the sole purpose of help-
ing people and building an authentic community. 
The transition from high school to college isn’t easy, 
especially during a pandemic. My goal for this year 
is to give new and returning residents the comfort of 
staying connected, building relationships, and suc-
ceeding both academically and artistically through a 
fully online format, and I cannot wait to take on this 
challenge! My biggest advice I could give to students 
this year is to always look at your burdens as means 
to better yourself every day. If you wake up every day 
striving to be your best, the world will automatically 
be a better place because of you. Never let anyone 
silence you, and always be proud of who you are.

My name is Riley Vogel, and I’m a G2 Instrumental 
Conducting Graduate Student. I chose NEC because 
I love the community here. I came for my undergrad 
studies in voice and absolutely loved the friends I 
made, the teachers I worked with, and the energy 
of the city. When presented with the opportunity to 
come back the decision was a no-brainer. I applied to 
be an RA because I had an amazing RA my freshman 
and sophomore years in 33 G. I want to create the 
same tight-knit community he did.
1. My mom almost named me Oval. I would have 
been Oval Vogel. How frightening.
2. I love Indian/Pakistani food and have spent the last 
10 years perfecting the art of the kebab. It is import-
ant to be open to all possibilities. NEC is a breeding 
ground for exciting new experiences and, regardless 
of our collective COVID woes, we as a student body 
need to continue to innovate and collaborate to keep 
our art alive. Tune in to CI concerts, take every class 
you can with Dr. Exner and Dr. Klein, bring a score 
to a symphony rehearsal, get involved with CPP, and 
explore the city. Opportunity is everywhere at NEC.
IG Handle: @_rileyvogel_
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BREAKING NEWS
THIRD BRITISH INVASION REACHES CHILDREN

 Sources nationwide report cases of children speaking in authentic British accents with zero 
to no familial influence. Thousands of children have been affected in what is now being referred 
to as the “Third British Invasion”. According to reliable sources, the numbers are increasing at an 
alarming rate. According to very, very reliable sources, some children are able to shift in and out 
of the accent at will, while others report a subconscious shift in speech pattern.  

Mothers around America have been devastated to hear their children call out for “Mummy.” 
School teachers are bewildered by the sudden requests from their students to visit the “lavatory.” 
Soccer coaches report a tremendous surge of footballers amongst their soccer teams.  

The culprit? Peppa Pig. 

Although Peppa Pig has been around since 2004, her influence was greatly underestimated, and 
Pig was largely brushed aside as merely the innocent star of a children’s show.  

Now, Peppa Pig tears her way through the youngest generation, slowly brainwashing them. Par-
enting trends are no help to this phenomena. As younger millennials, and even members of 
Generation Z, are becoming parents, it is becoming ever more common for children to be raised 
on technology. The unlimited screen-time access allows children to spend hours face-to-face 
with the British menace, Peppa Pig. This phenomena is becoming widely known on Twitter as 
the “Peppa Effect.” A source from Global News states that children, “don’t have the ability to map 
the word back to an original source. If they hear certain words on television, but they don’t hear 
it from their parents, relatives or friends, they have a hard time distinguishing how to pronounce 
the word” (Reliable source, Global News).  

Not only has Pig successfully brainwashed our young generation, she has also weaseled her way 
into TikTok culture, inspiring trends and audios that are remixed and viewed by millions of users 
every day. It is only a matter of time before America is reclaimed by the British, and the Ameri-
can accent is completely erased from an entire generation. American culture itself is in danger of 
being eradicated by the “Peppa Effect.” 

To identify this ailment in your own community, look for symptoms that include, but are not 
limited to:
 • Sudden interjections of “Oy!” and “Bloody hell!” 
 •  British colloquialisms, i.e. “Fancy a cuppa, mate?” and “Fish and chips”
 • Abrupt, mid-sentence snorting
 • Alien words and phrases: lavatory, cheeky, posh, nappy, trolley, biscuit, and    
  long live Queen Elizabeth II

Contributors: Madeleine Wiegers, Anneke Stern, Caroline Jesalva



30 31

New England Conservatory

PENguin

pals

Starting fall 2020...

Students may participate in NEC's 

virtual "pen pal" program: Penguin Pals!

International students will be paired with domestic

students. Together through Zoom, Facebook, and

other online services, students will form

relationships by exploring language, culture, and the

diverse array of NEC student experiences. Domestic

students may offer advice, help locate online

resources,  give homework assistance, and provide

insight into the US college experience.

 Student Coordinator Brittany Bryant  brittany.bryant@necmusic.edu

GET INVOLVED! CONTACT

Penguin Pals Virtual Language & 
Culture Exchange 

Starting Fall 2020, NEC students may assume the 
role of  a Penguin Pal! The Penguin Pals Program 
gives students the opportunity to participate in 
cross-cultural partnerships, connecting with fellow 
NEC students from across the globe.

About the Exchange Program:

Domestic and international students will be matched 
and connect virtually through email, Zoom, Face-
book, or other means throughout the semester. Each 
week, students in the program will receive an email 
with suggested discussion topics and activities to do 
with their partner (virtually, of course)! The topics 
and activities are merely suggestions; students may 
go beyond what is asked or even choose their own 
topics to explore. Note that Penguin Pals will connect 
on a flexible basis. Each Penguin Pal partnership is 
different. You set your own schedule! 

Once a month, all students in the program will meet 
via Zoom to share what they did and discussed, re-
flect upon cultural discoveries, and help plan virtual 
events for the NEC community. 
If interested in the program, please fill out the brief 
questionnaire from Dean Tatar’s email titled “Pen-
guin Pals - Language & Culture Exchange” or 
contact Brittany Bryant.

With any questions 
Please Contact: 

Penguin Pals Student 
Coordinator 
Brittany Bryant 
PenguinPals@necmusic.edu
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RUN 
for 
Student 
Government!



36 37

GET TO KNOW YOUR PROFESSORS! What advice would you tell your 
freshman college self? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Life is all about the journey 
and you are in the thick of it now - embrace it, 
even when it is challenging. Try new things and 
don’t be afraid to get them “wrong.” Sleeping/
eating are (actually) really important things to do. 

Erica Washburn: Relax, don’t take yourself too seri-
ously, but do remember to study, because classes 
and rehearsals come first!

Merry Peckham: EVERYTHING IS GOING TO WORK 
OUT IN WAYS YOU CANNOT EVEN IMAGINE, AND IT 
WAS A GOOD IDEA TO PRACTICE 

Donald Palma: Learn piano well. It will be window 
into your art.

Ken Schaphorst: Hydrate!

Patrick Keppel: Be bold and trust yourself.  You 
know what you need to do.  Open up, explore, 
assess, change.

Suzanne Hegland: Don’t be shy!

What is your favorite college 
memory? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Weekend road trip ad-
ventures with my friends at Oberlin and eating 
way too many french fries.

Erica Washburn: Participating in my first com-
mencement ceremony at Westminster Choir 
College. All of the choirs perform at the cere-
mony (it’s tradition), and I remember the pride 
the graduates had as the recessed to The Great 
Gates of Kiev. I felt deeply connected to my 
colleagues in that moment, and it was then that 
I really understood the importance of the arts 
in my own life. 

Merry Peckham: DISCOVERING CHAMBER MUSIC 
WITH FRIENDS ((seriously -- I know it sounds 
corny, but it is true!))

Donald Palma: As a freshman, auditing a 
rehearsal of Bartok’s Concerto for Orchestra 
conducted by Jean Morel. Hearing that Intro-
duzione for the very first time, I felt I had died 
and gone to heaven.

Ken Schaphorst:  Staying up all night compos-
ing. I can’t do that any more.

Patrick Keppel: Studying abroad in Europe for 
two semesters.’’
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What’s your go-to restaurant in 
Boston? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Moti’s! But, alas, she 
has recently closed...maybe Shanti’s in Rosi 
center.

Merry Peckham: TEN TABLES IN JAMAICA PLAIN.

Donald Palma: Futago Udon.

Ken Schaphorst: Legal Seafood

Suzanne Hegland: SRV in the South End

What’s your go-to coffee order?

Eden Macadam-Somer: Decaf latte - if I can’t 
get the real thing my 4 yr old son makes them 
for me out of dirt and leaves. 

Erica Washburn: I don’t drink coffee!

Merry Peckham: COFFEE WITH STEVIA AND 
ALMOND MILK.

Donald Palma: Soy Capp.

Ken Schaphorst: Black coffee from Pavement

Suzanne Hegland: The strongest coffee they 
serve with a splash of cream  - same way, iced 
or hot.

What’s your favorite fall activity? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Apple picking and cele-
brating Rosh Hashana

Erica Washburn: Swapping out our summer flow-
ers for fall flowers and decorations.

Merry Peckham: NEW ENGLAND APPLES

Donald Palma: NEC orchestra auditions!

Ken Schaphorst: Picking apples (and then eating 
them)

Patrick Keppel: Apple picking

Suzanne Hegland: Hiking (or biking!)

Favorite piece of music/favorite 
book? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Anything sung by Amalia 
Rodriguez kills me in an instant. Right now, my 
kids are obsessed with Whitney Houston’s “How 
Will I Know” so we’ve been listening to that on 
repeat. And I’m really enjoying recordings of 
Kreisler playing Kreisler and Mompou playing 
Mompou.

Erica Washburn:  It’s a tie between Wilby’s “If ye 
love me” and Brahms’ “Geistliches Lied” 

Merry Peckham: RIGHT NOW OBSESSING ON BEE-
THOVEN QUARTETS, ESPECIALLY REDISCOVERING 
THE OPUS 18’s.

Donald Palma: Every Mozart piano concerto.

Ken Schaphorst: Ellington’s “Tone Parallel to 
Harlem”

Suzanne Hegland: I always find this question im-
possible, so I usually just answer with my favorite 
book for the season - this summer it was a toss-up 
between “Milkman: A Novel,” by Anna Burns or 
“”Nothing to See Here” by Kevin Wilson (which a 
NYTimes reviewer deemed a “perfect” novel).

If you could have dinner with three 
people (dead or currently living), 
who would it be? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Clara Schumann; Sarah 
Chayes; my Grandma Dot, who passed away last 
fall

Erica Washburn: My grandparents, and Margaret 
Hillis. 

Merry Peckham: JACQUELINE DU PRÉ, JULIE AN-
DREWS AND MAURICE WHITE

Donald Palma: Antonin Dvorak, Alban Berg, Thom-
as Jefferson, but not all at the same time.

Ken Schaphorst: Beethoven, Duke Ellington and 
Thelonious Monk

Suzanne Hegland: Oh my. Barack Obama, Jill 
Lepore, David Byrne
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Do you have any pets? 

Eden Macadam-Somer: Our beloved cat Beatrice 
passed away last year. We miss her!

Erica Washburn: Yes - 2 cats (brother & sister 
twins Zadok & Zelda) and a Shih-Tzu, Captain 
Thunderpants (“Cappy” for short)

Merry Peckham: NO, BUT I AM OBSESSED WITH 
DOGS, ESPECIALLY LAURA BLUSTEIN’S DOG, 
ORLANDO pictured right  (Laura is a wonderful 
cellist, inspiring person and Chair of Chamber 
Music for the Prep Department)

Donald Palma:  None.

Ken Schaphorst: I have a 15 year old dog 
named Spartacus (see photo)

Suzanne Hegland: Ralphie, who is the best dog 
ever (see photo)

   Dogs for Days

SpartacusSpartacus

OrlandoOrlando

RalphieRalphie
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To the NEC community, and especially our 
first-year students, welcome back! 

Much has happened since the spring semester concluded. We are living in a 
vastly different world today than six months ago. The unrest in society follow-

ing the murder of George Floyd in late May, as well as the open letter from 
NEC’s own Black Student Union, spurred members of the NEC community to 

bravely come forward to share experiences and ideas to help the institution live 
up to its commitment to cultural equity and belonging. 

We have spoken privately with over 100 members of the NEC community and 
worked closely with the BSU and NEC’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task 

Force this summer. 

Soon, a report of recommendations will be made available, and we will an-
nounce volunteer opportunities for students, faculty, staff, alumni, board, and 
community members to participate. While it is a start, it is not enough that the 

full range of human differences is represented; these differences must be 
embraced, supported, and included. 

Our differences and commonalities help make NEC a great conservatory—a 
place where each of us belongs and where we are free to explore the breadth 

of our intellectual and musical curiosity.

Stanford Thompson and Emily Master


