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Director’s note 

 

What are we to do with Così fan tutte? The music is sublime, the way it works into 

and out of the story is fantastic, but in the end we’re left with a story where two 

women who are completely attached to their boyfriends are shown to be fickle in the 

face of two “new” men (in reality their boyfriends in disguise) to prove an older 

embittered man right. There are many apologetics for the story, and some of them 

seem true, and they all boil down to “mess around and find out.” And in the end 

we’re all not so satisfied with that. The question is, do we present it just as it is and 

laugh at the ridiculous of the situation, or do we try to bring something else into it. 

We chose the latter. 

 

What you’ll read below is the regular synopsis of Così. Just add to the mix that the 

women see the original wager being made, and even though they recognize that their 

boyfriends are betting on their fidelity to them, the fact that they gamble anything 

doesn’t make them happy. The men should have simply told Alfonso that they don’t 

need to prove anything to them, and that they trust their girlfriends. But then we 

wouldn’t have this amazing piece of music theater. 

 

Synopsis 

 

Act I  

Scene 1: A coffeehouse 

In a cafe, Ferrando and Guglielmo (two officers) express certainty that their fiancées 

(Dorabella and Fiordiligi, respectively) will be eternally faithful. Don Alfonso 

expresses skepticism and claims that there is no such thing as a faithful woman. He 

lays a wager with the two officers, claiming he can prove in a day's time that those  



 

two, like all women, are fickle. The wager is accepted: the two officers will pretend to 

have been called off to war; soon thereafter they will return in disguise and each 

attempt to seduce the other's lover. The scene shifts to the two women, who are 

praising their men (duet: "Ah guarda sorella"—"Ah look sister"). Alfonso arrives to 

announce the bad news: the officers have been called off to war. Ferrando and 

Guglielmo arrive, brokenhearted, and bid farewell (quintet: "Sento, o Dio, che questo 

piede è restio"—"I feel, oh God, that my foot is reluctant"). As the boat with the men 

sails off to sea, Alfonso and the sisters wish them safe travel (trio: "Soave sia il 

vento"—"May the wind be gentle"). Alfonso, left alone, gloatingly predicts that the 

women (like all women) will prove unfaithful (arioso: "Oh, poverini, per femmina 

giocare cento zecchini?"—"Oh, poor little ones, to wager 100 sequins on a woman"). 

 

Scene 2: A room in the sisters' home 

Despina, the maid, arrives and asks what is wrong. Dorabella bemoans the torment 

of having been left alone (aria: "Smanie implacabili"—"Torments implacable"). 

Despina mocks the sisters, advising them to take new lovers while their betrotheds 

are away (aria: "In uomini, in soldati, sperare fedeltà?"—"In men, in soldiers, you 

hope for faithfulness?"). After they leave, Alfonso arrives. He fears Despina will 

recognize the men through their disguises, so he bribes her into helping him to win 

the bet. The two men then arrive, dressed as mustachioed Albanians (sextet: "Alla 

bella Despinetta"—"Meet the pretty Despinetta"). The sisters enter and are alarmed 

by the presence of strange men in their home. The "Albanians" tell the sisters that 

they were led by love to them (the sisters). However, the sisters refuse to give in. 

Fiordiligi asks the "Albanians" to leave and pledges to remain faithful (aria: "Come 

scoglio"—"Like a rock"). The "Albanians" continue the attempt to win over the sisters' 

hearts, Guglielmo going so far as to point out all of his manly attributes (aria: "Non 

siate ritrosi"—"Don't be shy"), but to no avail. Ferrando, left alone and sensing 

victory, praises his love (aria: "Un'aura amorosa"—"A loving breath"). 

 

Scene 3: A garden 

The sisters are still pining. Despina has asked Don Alfonso to let her take over the 

seduction plan. Suddenly, the "Albanians" burst in the scene and threaten to poison 

themselves if they are not allowed the chance to woo the sisters. As Alfonso tries to 

calm them, they drink the "poison" and pretend to pass out. Soon thereafter, a 

"doctor" (Despina in disguise) arrives on the scene and, using magnet therapy, is able 

to revive the "Albanians". The men, pretending to hallucinate, demand a kiss from 

Dorabella and Fiordiligi (whom the "Albanians" call goddesses) who stand before 

them. The sisters refuse, even as Alfonso and the doctor (Despina) urge them to 

acquiesce. 

 

 



 
Upcoming NEC Opera Performances 

Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert information 

 

VINCENTE MARTIN Y SOLER: L’arbore di Diana 

performed by NEC Opera students and members of NEC Philharmonia; 

Robert Tweten conducts; Joshua Major is the director  

Thursday–Sunday, April 13-16, 2023, Plimpton Shattuck Black Box Theatre, 
times vary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Support the musical journeys of NEC students!  

Contributions to The NEC Fund directly support the musical journeys of our 

extraordinarily talented NEC students and help keep our concerts free.  

From student scholarships and faculty support to exceptional student resources  

and learning opportunities, your gift makes the unparalleled NEC experience 

possible. Learn more at necmusic.edu/give. 

 
Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall, 

and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.  

Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;  

contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room. 

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

necmusic.edu/tonight 

http://necmusic.edu/give

	Program Covers
	23-0331 Program - UGOS, Così fan tutte, for QR.pdf

