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PROGRAM

Robert Schumann Overture to Manfred, op. 115
(1810-1856)

Donghoon Shin Upon His Ghostly Solitude (2023)
(b. 1983) Prelude

Round Dance

Interlude

March

Intermission

Johannes Brahms Symphony No. 2 in D Major, op. 73
(1833-1897) Allegro non troppo
Adagio non troppo

Allegretto grazioso (quasi andantino)
Allegro con spirito



Shin  Upon His Ghostly Solitude

My first encounter with W. B. Yeats” poem Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen was
through Jorge Luis Borges” Theme of the Traitor and the Hero. Borges” intention seems
to be clear. He wanted to emphasise the theme of his short story - the irony of the
cyclical nature of history - by quoting the second section of Yeats” Nineteen Hundred
and Nineteen. Although I was intrigued to discover the whole poem, it was not an
easy task for a teenager who lived in Seoul and barely spoke English, since there was
no Korean translation.

In 2019, in London, during the pandemic turmoil, I once again encountered
Yeats’ poem, this time in its entirety! While reading it, I was quite shocked that the
crippled world and the despair and the terror depicted by Yeats in 1919, match
perfectly with the world and the time we live in today.

The title of my piece, Upon His Ghostly Solitude, is a quotation from the first
section of the poem. It gave me the overwhelmingly strong and vivid inspiration to
write an orchestral piece which continuously crosses contrasting atmospheres, from
the madness of violence and frenzy to an extremely romantic and even naive
lyricism.

The harmonic theme introduced in the first movement, consisting of four
different chords, is the core engine of this piece and is altered and varied in the later
movements. As Yeats wrote in the poem, ‘Whirls out new right and wrong, Whirls in the
old instead’. Through variations and alterations of the harmonic chords, the piece
crosses the boundaries between modality, tonality and atonality.

In the last movement Yeats sings in lamentation, ‘All men are dancers and their
tread goes to the barbarous clangour of gong’. So, the music marches toward ultimate
destruction while the harmonic, thematic materials from the previous movements are
juxtaposed and re-used in twisted and altered shapes.

As if reminding us of the theme of the poem - the irony, and the sadness of the
cyclical nature of history - the climax of the first movement with its original
harmonic theme appears once again, abruptly, at the moment of ultimate destruction
but is cut off violently by the sound of the ‘barbarous gong’. The music returns to its
peaceful beginning but is also suddenly interrupted by a scream of despair.

While reading the poem, interestingly, I found more and more resemblances
with Alban Berg’s Three Orchestral Pieces, written around the same time (1915). Like
Yeats’ poem, that score also tries to depict the terror and the despair in the crippled
world through romantic, expressionist gestures. As a homage to Berg, and to Mahler,
I composed waltz and march music for the second and the last movements. Their
works have had such a big influence upon me that I have been longing for many
years to compose in the two musical forms particularly favoured by those composers.

This piece is a love letter to Yeats and Berg, who suffered in the wounded world
but tried to keep their voices and ideas intact even when everything ‘falls apart, and
the centre cannot hold’. - Donghoon Shin
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Special thanks to Zenas Hsu, Noriko Futagami, Eli Epstein,
and Anthony D’Amico for their work in preparing the orchestra
for this evening’s concert.

Winner of the 2022 Sir Georg Solti Conducting Award, Earl Lee is a renowned
Korean-Canadian conductor who has captivated audiences worldwide. Earl is in his
second season as Music Director of the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra and in his
third season as Assistant Conductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, which he
has led in subscription concerts both at Symphony Hall and Tanglewood.

In addition to a full season of concerts with the Ann Arbor Symphony and
subscription concerts with the Boston Symphony in Boston and at Tanglewood, Earl’s
23/24 season includes guest conducting engagements with the Vancouver Symphony,
Calgary Philharmonic, Winnipeg Symphony, Colorado Springs Philharmonic, The
Florida Orchestra, and the Royal Conservatory Orchestra Toronto. Previous seasons
have seen subscription debuts with the San Francisco Symphony, Seoul
Philharmonic, Hawaii Symphony, and Edmonton Symphony; leading the Lunar New



Year galas of both the New York Philharmonic and San Francisco Symphony; and
concerts with the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra and with Sejong Soloists in both
New York and Seoul.

Earl previously held positions as Associate Conductor of the Pittsburgh
Symphony and as the Resident Conductor of the Toronto Symphony. In 2022, he
appeared with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam as a participant in
the Ammodo masterclasses led by Fabio Luisi.

Earl’s 23/24 programs with the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra include
contemporary works by John Adams, Brian Raphael Nabors, Joan Towers, Gala
Flagello, Jessie Montgomery, and Zhou Tian as well as the first installment of a multi-
year Beethoven cycle with Symphonies Nos. 2, 5 and 9. He leads the orchestra in its
Detroit Orchestra Hall debut in January 2024 in a concert during the Sphinx
Organizations’s annual SphinxConnect convention.

In all of his professional activities, Earl seeks ways to connect with fellow
musicians and audiences on a personal level. He has taken great pleasure in
mentoring young musicians as former Artistic Director and Conductor of the Toronto
Symphony Youth Orchestra, and as Music Director of the Pittsburgh Youth
Symphony Orchestra and is a regular guest conductor with the orchestras of North
America’s top music schools such as Manhattan School of Music, The Juilliard
School, and the New England, San Francisco, and Royal Conservatories.

As a cellist, Earl has performed at festivals such as the Marlboro Music Festival,
Music from Angel Fire, Caramoor Rising Stars, and Ravinia’s Steans Institute and has
toured as a member of the East Coast Chamber Orchestra (ECCO), with Musicians
from Marlboro, and with Gary Burton & Chick Corea as a guest member of the
Harlem String Quartet.

Earl was the recipient of the 50th Anniversary Heinz Unger Award from the
Ontario Arts Council in 2018, of a Solti Career Assistance Award in 2021 and has
been awarded a Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy Scholarship by Kurt Masur and the
Ansbacher Fellowship by the American Austrian Foundation and members of the
Vienna Philharmonic. He studied cello at the Curtis Institute of Music and the
Juilliard School and conducting at Manhattan School of Music and the New England
Conservatory. He lives in New York City with his wife and their daughter.



Symphonic Music at New England Conservatory
Stanford and Norma Jean Calderwood Director of Orchestras Hugh Wolff is joined
by Associate Director of Orchestras David Loebel, Chamber Orchestra founder
Donald Palma, and a rich array of guest conductors and coaches for dozens of FREE
orchestral concerts in NEC’s Jordan Hall this year.

Visit necmusic.edu for complete and updated concert information:

NEC CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, Donald Palma, artistic director
Haydn Symphony No. 6 “Le Matin”; Stravinsky Concerto in D;
Rézsa Concerto for Strings, op. 17

Wednesday, November 1, 2023 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC PHILHARMONIA & SYMPHONIC CHOIR, David Loebel, conductor

Pért Fratres; Mozart “Great” Mass in C Minor, K.427 - soloists: Yeonjae Cho,
Josie Larsen, Ruoxi Peng, Shiyu Zhou , soprano; Suowei Wu, tenor;
Hyungjin Son, baritone

Wednesday, November 8, 2032 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC SYMPHONY, Paul Biss, conductor
Zwilich Jubilation; Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2; Dvotak Symphony No. 8
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

CAVALLL: LA CALISTO

Performed by opera students and members of NEC Philharmonia
Brenna Corner, director; Robert Tweten, conductor
Thursday-Sunday, November 16-19, 2023, times vary

Plimpton Shattuck Black Box Theatre

NEC PHILHARMONIA, Hugh Wolff, conductor

Frank Escaramuza; Lutoslawski Cello Concerto, Leland Ko "24 AD, soloist;
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:30 p.m., Jordan Hall

NEC LAB ORCHESTRA
Graduate student conductors
Thursday, December 14, 2023 at 8:00 p.m., Brown Hall



Support the future of music at NEC!

Your gift to The NEC Fund has a direct and immediate impact on student
scholarships, NEC’s world-class faculty, and a collaborative and innovative learning
environment rooted in the highest level of musical excellence.

Please consider making a gift to support NEC at necmusic.edu/give.

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall,
and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.
Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;
contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room.
Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.
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Welcome
to NEC!

Tamthrilled to share New England Conservatory’s
2023-24 concert season—a celebration of the power
of music to connect and inspire one another.

Whether you are seated in one of our concert halls
or watching online, we hope you are uplifted by
the performances of our students, faculty, and
guest artists.

Above all, we thank you for your support of our
students as they cultivate their artistry and
contribute to the world through music.

Andrea Kalyn
President




How can you keep
the music playing?

Find out by visiting www.necmusic.edu/give.
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Thank you to our generous
community of donors

who remain committed to
elevating the NEC experience
and make it possible for our
students to continue their
artistic pursuits. Every

gift to The NEC Fund
supports all pillars of an NEC
education, from scholarship
to community engagement, to
our world-renowned faculty.
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$100,000 +

Tom and Lisa Blumenthal

Kennett F. Burnes’22 hon. DM and Barbara Burnes
Sene and Eric A. Gray

Harold I. Pratt’17 hon. DM and Frances G. Pratt
David W. Scudder ’03 hon. DM

$75,000 - $99,999

Jackie and Blair Hendrix

Mr. and Mrs. Amos B. Hostetter, Jr.

Richard K. Lubin Foundation, Trustees: Richard and Nancy Lubin,
Kate Lubin and Glen Sutton, Emily and Greg Woods

$50,000 - $74,999

Deborah Bennett Elfers’82

George F. and Elsie Barnard Hodder Classical Music Fund
Barbara Winter Glauber

Ms. Wendy Shattuck 75 and Mr. Samuel Plimpton

The Friese Foundation

Carlos Zarate, in memory of Raquel Zarate

$25,000 - $49,999

Anne and Samuel Bartlett

Joseph Bower and Elizabeth Potter

Hunt Street Fund, in honor of Melody McDonald
Elaine Foster*

Lise M. Olney and Timothy W. Fulham
AndreaKalyn

Elizabeth and John M. Loder

Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
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Murray Metcalfe and Louise Burnham Packard
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Peter J. Ross
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Swanson Family Foundation
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Michael and Susan T. Thonis

Frances B. and Patrick S. Wilmerding

$15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (3)

This list reflect
1© st reriects Nikolaos P. Athanasiou’01 and Katherine F. Athanasiou’01

those who

contributed to Peggy and Bruce Barter

The NEC Fund Enid L. Beal and Alan Wolfe

and our annual Phyllis S. Bloom and Family, in memory of Mme. Margaret Chaloff
scholarship Carroll L. Cabot

appeal between The Charisma Fund - Lucy R. Sprague Memorial

July1,2022 and Sukiand Miguel de Braganca
June 30, 2023.

New England Conservatory | The NEC Fund



J.D.de Veer

Downey Family Charitable Foundation
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Annaand David Goldenheim
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The Annie J. McColl Charitable Trust
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Ann Macy Beha and Robert A. Radloff

Alexi and Steven Conine, in honor of Annie Bartlett
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Renée M. and Lee Burns

Gloria Chien and Soovin Kim

This list reflects Clara B. Winthrop Charitable Trust
those who John A. Clark’81

contributed to Cogan Family Foundation

The NEC Fund F.Lyman Clark Trust

and Ourannual Margot and John Finley
scholarship . .
appeal between Shrieking Meadow Foundation
July 1, 2022 and Helen G. Hauben Foundation

June 30, 2023.

The NEC Fund | New England Conservatory
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Mr. and Mrs. Samuel L. Hayes I1T
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Mr. and Mrs. David Gaylin 76
Thelma and Ray Goldberg

Carol T. Henderson

Douglas Hires 80

Hubert Joly

Katherine Kidder

Christopher and Laura Lindop
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This list reflects
those who
contributed to
The NEC Fund
and our annual
scholarship
appeal between
July 1,2022 and
June 30, 2023.
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CORPORATE PARTNERS

July 1, 2022- June 30, 2023

$25,000+
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New England Conservatory receives support
from the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
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