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Three Ayres from Gloucester
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Jared Cassedy
Music Director, Junior Massachusetts Youth Wind Ensemble

Jared Cassedy is the K-12 Performing Arts Coordinator for the Lexington
Public School System in Lexington, Massachusetts where he supports, supervises,
and evaluates the department’s teachers, curriculum and assessment development,
and performing arts programming. Along with his administrative responsibilities he
conducts the most advanced concert band, the LHS Wind Ensemble. Jared is the 2015
recipient of the prestigious GRAMMY Award in Music Education furnished by the
GRAMMY Foundation and The Recording Academy; he was selected out of a pool of
more than 7,200 nominees nationwide. He is currently the Chair-Elect for the
Massachusetts MEA Northeastern District and also served as President-Elect for the
New Hampshire Music Educators Association (NHMEA) before coming to
Massachusetts.

In 2005, Jared began his career as a music teacher at Windham Middle
School, in Windham, NH and was appointed as the first Director of Bands for the
newly constructed Windham High School, directing all instrumental ensembles in
2009. Until 2016, Jared held the position as Director of K-12 Fine Arts responsible for
the supervision and evaluation of teachers as well as the development of curriculum
for the music, visual arts, technical arts, and FACS programs while also maintaining
his position as the high school Director of Bands. From 2016 to 2018 Jared spent two
years working as the first Director of K-12 Performing Arts for the Salem School
District in New Hampshire (his alma mater) where he helped to define, develop, and
strengthen the department’s capacity through curriculum and assessment
development, collaboration, teacher supervision and effectiveness, and district-wide
programming.

Jared’s continued collaboration with his students and colleagues has
enabled his ensembles to be selected to participate in a myriad of national
performances and festivals. Performances include Heritage Festival NYC where his
ensemble earned the Adjudicator’s Award and Outstanding Instrumental Ensemble
of the festival (2012), the Festival of Gold at Orchestra Hall in Chicago, Illinois (2013)
scoring the highest instrumental score of the festival, and selection for the National
Band and Orchestra Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City (2014 and 2020). His
ensembles have also been selected to perform at the Eastern Division selected to
perform at the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) Eastern Division
Conference in Hartford, CT (2013).

In 2015, the band was selected to perform along with other of the nation’s
highest achieving concert bands and wind ensembles at the Bands of America (BOA)
National Band Festival sponsored by Music for All and Yamaha in Indianapolis,
Indiana and in April of 2016, his ensembles toured Canada and performed for the
Mayor of Quebec City and for the Governor of Montreal. Most recently, the
Lexington High School Wind Ensemble was selected to perform at the National Band
and Orchestra Festival at Carnegie Hall in New York City in April 2020.
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Upcoming NEC Preparatory School Events

Saturday, December 10

String Training Orchestra 9a.m., conducted by Peter Jarvis

9:00 AM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-9-am-
group

String Training Orchestra 10 a.m., conducted by Peter Jarvis

10:00 AM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-10-am-
group

Youth Jazz Orchestra, led by Robert Nieske

8:00 PM in Brown Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-youth-jazz-orchestra-concert-0

Monday, December 11

Senior Massachusetts Wind Ensemble, conducted by Michael Mucci

7:30 PM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-senior-mywe-concert-1

Saturday, December 17

Preparatory String Orchestra 8:30 a.m.

8:30 AM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-
830-am-group-0

Preparatory String Orchestra 10:30 a.m.
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-
1030-am-group-0

10:00 AM in Jordan Hall

Sunday, December 18
Chamber Music Festival

Monday, December 19

Youth Repertory Orchestra, conducted by Cynthia Woods and Junior Repertory
Orchestra, conducted by Adam Grossman

7:30 PM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-youth-repertory-orchestra-and-
junior-repertory-orchestra



https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-9-am-group
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-9-am-group
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-10-am-group
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-string-training-orchestra-10-am-group
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-youth-jazz-orchestra-concert-0
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-senior-mywe-concert-1
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-830-am-group-0
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-830-am-group-0
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-1030-am-group-0
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-preparatory-string-orchestra-1030-am-group-0
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-youth-repertory-orchestra-and-junior-repertory-orchestra
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-youth-repertory-orchestra-and-junior-repertory-orchestra

Tuesday, December 20

Massachusetts Youth Wind Ensemble Concert Band, conducted by Al Dentino and
Youth Brass Ensemble, led by Eli Epstein

7:30 PM in Jordan Hall
https://necmusic.edu/events/nec-preparatory-school-massachusetts-youth-wind-
ensemble-concert-band-and-youth-brass
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Support the musical journeys of NEC students!

Contributions to The NEC Fund directly supports the musical journeys of our
extraordinarily talented NEC students and helps keep our concerts free.
From student scholarships and faculty support to exceptional student resources
and learning opportunities, your gift makes the unparalleled NEC experience
possible. Learn more at necmusic.edu/give.

Food and drink are not allowed in the concert hall,
and photography and audio or video recording are prohibited.
Assistive listening devices are available for all Jordan Hall concerts;
contact the head usher or house manager on duty or inquire at the Coat Room.
Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management.
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