
Definition of an NEC-Educated Person 
 
Overview: NEC’s Bachelor of Music curriculum is designed with the expectation that an NEC-
educated person will be a musician with artistic integrity, an active life-long learner in both 
musical and academic disciplines, and a responsible citizen.    

A person graduating with a bachelor’s degree from NEC demonstrates significant achievement 
of professional competence in the chosen musical discipline—through the acquired body of 
knowledge and skills in performance, musicianship, history, theoretical analysis, composition, 
and repertoire—and displays an ability to interpret music with a sense of individual expression, 
enriched by both traditional and innovative approaches to musical training.  An NEC-educated 
musician demonstrates knowledge of fundamental concepts of music theory, and a basic 
familiarity with historical developments in Western music, including a more thorough 
understanding of at least one specific period or idiom.  He/she will be able to use technology and 
the tools of scholarly research effectively to further his/her musical education, work, and 
exploration.   

The NEC-educated person has developed college-level skills in analytical reading, critical 
thinking, academic writing, and oral presentation and discussion; can work both independently 
and in collaboration with others; and has a basic proficiency with technology and information 
resources.  An NEC-educated person broadens his/her intellectual perspective by choosing from 
elective offerings in history, politics, economics, literature, cultural studies, philosophy, 
mathematics, science, languages, music education, and the creative arts.  In doing so, students 
explore and deepen their creativity, and examine and reflect on the social, political, and cultural 
issues that affect their lives as students, musicians, and participants in the global community.  
The NEC-educated person has developed the professional skills necessary to pursue a career in 
music or in other fields. 

An NEC-educated person is an active life-long learner in both musical and academic disciplines, 
and a responsible citizen.  As such, the NEC-educated person develops the skills to be a 
proponent for the role of music and musicians in society; is committed to outreach and 
community service through music; and supports the creation and growth of music and other arts 
organizations.   

The NEC-educated person has an awareness of current events, both locally and globally; has an 
awareness of and respect for other cultures; is able to develop and express independent views; 
and is able to engage in respectful conversations or debate while honoring diverse perspectives.   

Understanding that learning is a process of discovery, NEC students graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree will be able to apply their acquired knowledge, understanding, and skills 
beyond their undergraduate education, enabling them to continue critical studies, explore ideas 
and contemporary issues, deepen their creative work, and commit themselves to vital roles in 
their communities. 


